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Chriſtian Reader, 


OV many ways Gods hand ts out againſt . 
this People, and that He h: th now (or 
a long time been managing” a Contro- 

|  werſy with us, in a courſe of awfull 

Aiflitive Prowidences, 35 Obwicus to him who's 

nt. willinsly a Stranger in our Iſrael. We have 

tric: 12a, ; ways for the removal of our troubhes, 
anl, arms others ave kept many Faſts, bath 

Pub8ck and Private, to feek an Atonenent:; 

ant obtam hel from Heaven : many aljo, if wes 

the moſf of ou; Churches have with Solent. 
revited their Covenant Obſ:eations to God. But 
that after all our Efays on this account, our dj. 
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trejſes abide on us, and our perplexities are $76 
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prizes,to return our Prayers with cnger up nu';$9 © 
' hide Counſel, anitale away our Spirits frem us ; 
ea, CO expoſe us to the Scorn of our exexeies,the Lan- | | 
guage of the Providences we are now tnder ſpeaks | | 
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plainly : and what may be the meaning of theſe 
things ? We are by Name and Profeſſim a People - 
of God ; and there are Great Promiles made to * 
ſuch, in caſe of their cleſe walking with God : yea, 
ani thongh they have Sinmea, and brovght troubles 
en themſelves, if they triily REpent, and Return 
to Him. Doubileſs if God had not been anory,e 
bad not been thus Affiifted ; andi he bad not been 
Provoked by our Sins, He would not have been an- 
gry ; and if we had bearkned to the voice of 
the Rod, it would have been remorred, ond not 
centinued, and harder (frokes inflicted. That 
which God expects of US 17S Tictar X12 ; and 
though this belongs to each of us per{cmally ; and if 
every one would take heed to himjclf, end mend, 
one, the whole would be amended : there wx a 
common concern lying nponius, as we are a Pecple 1 
whoſe intereſts are bound up together 5 ſo God ©! 
treats us in his Providence as a commilnity, [ 
Noubtle(s then it 7s, that it ws not like to be better 

ith. us as a People, till ſuch a Reformation be 
"romoved ; and there are the meaſures and ſteps 
1 be taken in it, whieb, it zs to be feared þate hi- 
 herto been negletied. What theſe are the Scrip- 

$.1res will inform. us, ana the examples of Gods | 
' on E Az People, , | 
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| _ _ To tte Reader. *' 


| People Recorded in them, do ſtand for our ds: 


geftion in this affair. 


The deſign of the following Diſcourſe was onl 
70 ſhew T of this , and to fimp 
, Jate all that heard it, to do what x in their Com- 
| paſs ' towards the furtherance of ſuch a work. 
' God us ſignifying to us, that nothing elſe will 
gontent Him; and He is yet in the way of 

His Judgments, bstb giving us Opportunity to 
' attend it ; and loudly calling upon us ſo to do : 
and if this word added to the other manifeſt 
ſpeakings of cur God to us, may Contribute to the 
awakning this People to a Serious ſetling about 
this Duty, and a vigorous purſuance of it ; Goc. 
© ſhall have the Praiſe. It made, throngh Mercy 
ſome Impreſſin on the hearts of many hearers ; :j 


|. this Publication may be bleſſed jo the fixing of is 
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on ſuch, and to the rouſmg of others, that we ma; 
be @ truly Reforming People,and God may turn 
| from His Anger; jt will be found a Word 
© is % . "1 

-} Jpoken in Sealon ; To GODS Gracioks Bleſſing 
] Commend ity Who am, * 


the leaſt and moſt unworthy ' 
of Miniſters, 
*\ SAMUEL WILLARD: 
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Leviticus 26. 23. If ye will nat be Re- + 
formed by me by theſe things, but will 

walk Contrary unto me : 

Verſe 24. Then will 1 alſo walk Cotttrary 
unto you, and will Puniſh yeu yet Seven 
times for your Sins. 
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N this Chapter, from Ver. 3. after that "|| 
God had, by Meſes given to the People | 
of Iſrael the feveral Statutes and Judg- |} 
ments, where unto he required their + 

Cordial Obedience ; he declares to them #% 

the terms of the Covenant between him and ©} 
them, as he afterwards did in like manner, 
upon the rehearſal of the Law, a little before 

Moſes's death, Deut. 28. which is the ſame || 

for ſubſtance with this, though in words | 
diverſly expreilgd. In it there are thie2 parts | 

contained. 1. A declaration uf thoſe bleſlings Y 
which God: did engage unto their obedience, | 

t0, Fer. 14. 2. A menace of ſuch Judgments | 
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In Ncformation the Great Duty 
as they ſhoild 'be viſited withal in caſe. of : 
their diſobedience and obſtinacy : to Ver. 46; 
{. 3. A Promiſe made to them of mercy, and 
| Teſtauration, upon their repentance aiter all, to 
| Perſ. 46. He is more brit in the account g1- 
& ven of the firſt and laſt of theſe, but cogn- 
| morates more largely upon the ſecond. 
Before I come to a more particular - dif 
7 courſing, upon this matter, it wall be requuite 
{ that I remove an Objection out of the way ; 
| Y;z,. Tt may be, and it is ſaid by ſome, that 
theſe rerms here propoled are Legal, and . 
| therefore not proper to be. applyed | ro. hs' « 
| in Goſpel times, who are under another Co-' 
venant, and treated by God with-other man- 
2r of diſpenfations towards us. To which 
Jet mie briefly reply, that, though there were 
many and great ditterences in the, manner of 
"Gods diſpenſing of Himfclt to his People be- 
fore and atter the coming of Chriſt 1n the 
Fleſh, on the account of which civerſitz 
that is more. than once called the Old Cone- 
nant, and this a New one ; the former bell 
ſaited to the Chiidifh, the Jatter to the Vitri 
Age of the Church, as the Apoſtle illuſtrates 
It in, Gal 4. begin. Among which this was 
one, that God hen treared tham more with 
A Ph 0x5, and now more with Promiſes ; Chil- 
"dren needing more of icverity to be uſed * 
' with them, than Juch as are grown to years 
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of an Affiicted [;People, ' i 
of a tiper underſtanding : whence the moral\} 
Law was revived on Mount Sinn; with Thunr | 
drings and Lightnings, and amazing terrours, [| 
which put a Contternation into the People ;! 
and Moſes 1s uſually more large in the Mina- V1 
tory than the Promiſſory part ot the Covenant. | 
God alſo then more- inhiftted on the External! 
Conſiderations of - Temporary Favours and 
Aftictions, whereas in the Goſpel ſuch as are | 
Spiiitual afe more 1nculcated : yet the Co- 
venant which God cntred into with HisPeo- 
ri. then, and that which He makes wich us 
'1 the days of the Goſpel, is, for the ſub- 
tance, one and the fame. All the Covenants © 
which ever God made with men, are redu- . 
cible to one of theſe two, Viz. euher the : 
- Covenant of HWorks, or of Grace : and it 1s. 
certain, that whatſoever Tranſaction there | 
hath been in a Covenant, way between God 1 
and man fiace Adams Apeſtaſy, is of Grace, | 
that of HoF#s being by the Fall, made una- |} 
ole any more to give Life unto man, Gal.3.2T. | 
and hence, though the Moral Law was re: 
aewed with this People, and Sol:mnly pro- | 
claimed unto them, yet-# was given in the 
hands of a Mediatcur, Gal.3.19. and it 15 to þ 
be . Obſerved, that Gods Publick Tranſa&i- þ 
ons with any Peopl2, conſidered as they are 
a Body, reterting to Mercies and Judgments, | 
are reſtrained to this Lats and World. Lhe } 
hw 7” | future | 
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| 3 Neformation the Great Duty 


future Judgment of the Great Day ſhall nor - 
be of Communities as ſuch, for there will 
then be an end of them, bur every one 


' there and then muſt perſonally anſwer for 
himſelf. But here there are both "Temporal 
and Spt ttual Mercizs and Mitſeries, Bleflings 


and Curſes ro be dilp2nled unto ſuch acoor- 
ding to their behaviour ;* we read that God- 
lineſs hath the Promiſe of the life that now s, 
x 7:m. 4.8. and that Gods People are Faudged 
in this World, x Cor. 11.39. The Judgments 
therefore which befecll the Chucch in the Wil- 
derneſfs, are propoſed to our Conſideration as 
Exemplary to us, and we are advHed to take 
warning by them, that we may eſcape Suffer- 
ing the like, x Cor.10.1T. 

Theſe things being thus premiſed, let us 
take a more particular view of, the matter 
before us and here, C1.) It is ſuppoſed 
that a People thus circumſtanced, may preva- 


ricate ; they..may negled& to pay their dvz 


Obedience unto God which he requires of 
them, nay they may deſpiſe the Commands 
of God, and rurn their backs upon them, 
Verfe 14,15. for this is the Hypothe//5s upon 
which the threatning 1s built ; and if it were 
not a thing poſſible, and that of. which there, 
was at leaſt ſome danger, the- threatning'" 
would be Supervacaneous, and it 1s very -Qb- 
vious that ſometimes a People that make.g_ 
Fore 
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great pretence to Religion, will. dare thus to 
do, and that notwithſtanding the threathy 
ſtands as a thorn-hedge to keep them in 


they will adventure upon tit, alt K6. they 


Scratch themſelves. ( 2. ) God threatens 
to bring awful Judgments upon'them in caſe 
they do ſo Tranſgreſs, Poſe. 16, 17. Their 
Covenant Relation, and their neernefs toGod 
by reaſon of it, ſhall be no ſecurity to then 
againſt the Miſerics mentioned : Sin will. 
break down this hedge; and let the wild beaſts 
in upon them, to devour them. ( 3. ) Ir is 
further preſumed that theſe J ator will 


zot amend them, but that they, wgll for-all pery 
Aft in their /Apoſtaſy,and proceed yer to greats 
4,r revolts : and this & ſuppoſed from one 


.zep to another, unto every one of which 


there is mgnaced a proceſie- in the way of | 


-1udgments, and an Augmentation of their 
\/Aiferies, till they, come to the height : and 
.chis is: mentioned four times, one whereof is 
{2 our Text, of which we may at. preſent 


.zake ſome improvement for. our Inſtructi- 


The words are very Emphatical ; 1 might 
Obſerve the various manner of exprefiing 


ww 


tizis, which $5 uſed in the four feveral in-- 


ſtances ; but.I ſhall ſuperſede thar. In our 
Text is contained an Hypuchic Commination, 


ain which Qbkr Yes y L. 
JL | D 


he. Hyperhefa ir felt, 
bY Ver 
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' Pofe 23. and thar'is,that theFudgments which 

| chave ben inflicted on them, ds not Refori 

| <thznmx ; chey, are. not reclaimed by thent: 
| v.e; they remain {till obſtinate, in which 
| *thete are ſeveral things to be:Noted. 1. It & 

| Auppoſed that they have before ſinned a- 

4 /gainſt the Covenam, fo as to bring the Judg- + 

| Thents of God upon theraſelves : they are 

Jooked upon as a People under the effects of 
 *Divine diſpteafure for their fins. 2. It is 
Prefuried that thefe Judgntents fo brought 
4z5on thenr haye not obtatned the proper ena 
*WhiaX was expected by them; -where we 
have the ator end pointed at; Vis. ro Re- 
form ther. - 3.” Its looked upon to be after | 
1:1 *time as God harh. beef . more than 
once: trying of 'therh in this way, and yet 

- Tf hath not taken effec, or ptoved-ſucceſstall. 

/ 'Fhe inſtance” 1 our Text, is 'the third  cale 

} Mmxnioned, after the frf# trial of all had not 
fTugceedzd. 4. Phe” nature of - this Impent- 

F rTtenc2 3 expreſie&tn the Hypothefr: 1. Nega- 
avely.\; If 've be' not Reformed. * 2.> Pofittvely x 
but walk contrary, unto me. 2. Here 15 the 
Conſequent threatning in cafe {uech be - the 

| event of” former trial:; Fer.'z4; * Where 1s 

|| pointed, * 1, The manner of his carriage te- 

', Wwardsthem, I DA walk Contrary:to-yeu. 2.The 

, Agyravation of the- Puniſhment, and will Pun- 

| «fir 20n get Seven times for jour Sims, +1 hall. 
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_ of an Afficted People, 


if there be any Occaſion 1t may be remark- 
ed in the Sequel. There are. ſeveral greit 
practical "Truths, {intable for the preſent 
Occaſion, which may be taken up from <& 


words, and briefly improyed. 


DOCT. T. The Great defign of all Gods Tudg- 


ments 0u a Profeſſmg People t to Reform: 

them. | ES, 

The word ſignifies to bind, and Metaphort- 
cally to chaſten, and then Metonimically, ro re- 
form or reclatm, that being the defirable ge- 


'nuine effe&t of ir; and Jo it muſt be here | $ 
underſtood. When I ſay this is the deſign, : 

I do not ſpeak of the end of the purpoſe which || 
is ſecret ; but of the precept' which requires | 


it, and of the Providence, © which is ſaid to 
befpeak it ; this then is the Revealed and Pro- 


mw end. This may be opened and cleared 


n a few things. 
r. That Publick Catamities © may be the [nt 
of.a Prafeſſing People to meet withat. "This need; 


no proot, jc being ſo maniteſtly exemplified | 
in the Providence of God, in all the Ages of 


the Chirch, that we may as well queſtion 
the Suns ſhining at noon day in a clear «ky. 


'The trae Emblem of the Miitant Church 1% a | 


Buſh en fire : ſuch a People are Obnoxious to 


Gad, to Devils, and to wicked men, and there | 


% 


not here tarry to Criticiſe upoh the words”; | 
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are Occaſions for: their expefting to meat 
with trouble from .them all. | 
2. That uſually they procure theſe Afﬀiictions to 


; Fhemſelyes by ſome {taly. God may in- 
' deedexerciſe them tor the tr3al-of, their Obe- 
: &lience, and ſincerity in it : Aﬀictions meer- 


ly probationary are 'not only ſuffered Perſo- | 


| waally, but may þe Publickly too ; did "not 


God do thus by the Kingdom of Judah un- 
der Hezek;ab, in the time of a moſt zealous 
and through Reformation ? and there is - an 
Aſteriſm put upon it, 2 Chron. 32. begin. Af- 
ver theſe things, and the eft abliſhment thereof, &c. 
But, though God ſome times, for holy ends, 
thus uſeth his Sovereignty ; tor the moſt 
part there hath ſome great Provocation or 
other gone ' before, which procured theſe 
troubles for them ; and this is very agreeable 
to the tenour of the Covenant, in which God 
hath engaged to beſtow his favours on a 
Pzople thar walk before bim in the Truth, 
and therefore the Apoſtle hath*tuch a chal- 


lenge, x Pet. 3. 13. Who # he that will harm 


you, if you be followers of that which, s good * 
And God himſelf thus expoſtulates with hi: 
People, when they were ſuffeting his Judg- 


; JNENts, Ter. 2...17-. Haſt thou not procured this 


to thy ſelf, in that thou haſt. forſaken. the Lord 


3- That bence theſe Fudgmemts are Gods Teſti 
Rs mony 
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of an Affiicted People. 13 | 
wony that he beares againſt that ſm. They are. 
the diſcoveries which of reps 5. of #74 dls 
pleaſure that he rakes at 1c; they are the To- 
kens of his anger by which he gives them to | 
under{taud how ill . he retents ac that they | 
have broken his Laws, and gone back from 
his Command : theſe therefore are, in Scripr 
cure language, called his Avger, his Wrath, his 
Diſpteaſure ; becauſe they are the diſcoveries 
of tt. When he brings them upon men, they 
feel that which beſpeaks him to be offended 
at them ; they are ſuch things as are wont in 
men to proceed from ſuch a paltton ; and . 

are aſcribed to him after the manner of men, : 
in whom are no pallions properly 1o called. 

4. They are of the Diſcipline which God, by 
Covenant, engageth ts Exerciſe towards bis Pes- 
ple. Ir 15 therefore one Article mentioned in 5% 
the Covenant on this Hypotheſis, Pſal.89.30.&c. || 
If bis Children forſake my Law, &cc. then will I 
viſit their tranſgreſſions with the Rod, and their 
iniquity with ſtripes. And the Apoſtle expret- 

_feth ir as ſo, Heb. 12.6. He (courgeth every ſou 
hom he receiveth. 4. e. Kle receiveth him on 
ſich terms. It 1s therefore called a Red, 
which is uſed for Diſciphne, and not tor Ru- 
ine : they are called Correttions, which, though 
they have anger in them, and ſuppoſe a faulr 
which procures them, is yet tempereu with 
{ove, which manageth the anger for good. 
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| And alwayes Correftion is Adminiſtred for 

| | Reformation of the party that undergoes It. - 
F- Theſe fualgments are to be annumerated to 
| the long-luffering which God uſeth towards a 

ſimning People. "This therefore is Attributed t: 
him, and 1s to be read jn theſe d$iſpenſations. 
' As he waits before he {mites them, fo he 
| waits in ſmiting of them,and what is this for, 
| , but to ſee for their amendment if jt may thu: 
be obtained ? Hence that, Hoſ.5.15. I will g- 
Lc. in their Afﬀiitt on they 24ll {eek me earl; 
And: indeed there 1s a great deal of Mercy in 
jr ; God correfts when he might cuc off ; 
he aftlits inſtead of deſtroying, which they 
deſerved, and mjght have ſuffered, jf he had 
ſtrained the advantage offered him. This is 

-| the Churches acknowledgment, Lam.3.22, {[ 
| 2x of the Lords mercy that we pre not conſumed. 


AC RTE, » 


| And fo the good man, Neh.9.31. For thy preay 
'| mmercies fake, thou didſt not utterly conſume them. 
1 6. God # wont, with theſe Tudg ments, to ſend 
them inroitations to Repentance, and offers of hi) 
'' favours if they Repent. This is a priviledg 
' that a Veopſ]z z3n Covenant with God do en- 
| Joy, that not only doth he warn and advi!: 
' them before he 1mites, that fo, if it might be, 
(| blows might be prevented ; but which he 
' "3s imiting roo : he calls upon them now to 
' Confrler their ways, Hag. 1.5. 4. e. whiles they 
| are under afictions. He tells them That he 
| : s. , Nt 61 aoth 
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of an Affiicted People; ip 
doth not thirft for their blood, or feck op- 

portunities to ruine them ; but would have * * 
them to rurri that they may prevent it,and he 
declares it folemnly, Ezek. 33.11. As 1 live, 
I delight not in the Death &c. Turn ye, Turn ye, 
why will ye Die, Oh bouſe of Iſrael ? And he 
Declares that if they do turn he will receive 
them, and turn his anger away from them, 
Fer. 4.22. Return ye backſluding Children, and 
1 will heal your backſlidings ; and ſo Chap.4. 1. 
7. God hath been wont, upon their Reformati- 
az, to avert his 'Tude ments from his People. This 
is a courſc __ hath not uſed "to fail. How 
often did he do fo for his People of old! 
as we ſhall find upon Record ' in Scripture 
Hiltory : Nay ſuch hatch been che pitty which 
he hath eMtended to them in this regard, that 
when theif Reformation hath been tetgned, 
and not upright, yet he hath delivered them 
for-all, and that tnaty a time, as is intimaced 
in P/al.78.34. &c. how much more then will 
he do. fo when it is hearty, and ſincere 7 tc 
i5' a very remarkable paſlage in, 7udp. 1s. 
I5,16. vet: 
”% Hence the reaſon phy God bath at any time 
proceeded to Extirpate a Profeſſing People hath bees 
their Tmpenicence. When ncicher / word nor 
rod, neicher warnings nor Judgments would 
prevail wich thenr to return,bue they have re- 
maincd obſtinats-under all ; ke a ef |. 

ED wee oh -- us, | 
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'\x6 Neformation the Great Duty 
this, 2 Chron., 36.15,16; He waited :4ll they 
was 10 remedy '; no other courie to be taken; 
all their other Provocations, though never ſo 
many and heinous, would never have brought 
| 


' It to this, if they had nor added contumacy 
| to their Apoſtaſy ; hetce we have God'uling 
. of that Expoſtulation with them, [/ai 48.18,19% 


@ Voice in. the Redzand he would haye em ro 
| | _ beasy 


_ 
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hear it, and him who hath appointed it, Mic.6.9. 


And he hath more than once faid it, that if ! P 
they will hear, it ſhall be well with thens | * 
for all : if then they will not hear but ſtop t 


their ears ar this voice,and harden tuQr hearts 
againſt the advice of it, and ſo they periſh, 
where 15 the taulc 2 


.USE. II. Let this then ſerves to point tis to 
our preſent Duty. It tells us what it 1s that is 
now incumbent on us. We are a people 
whom God hath raker near to Himſelf, who 
have been priviledged wih his Covenant fa- 
vours and bl:{lings ; whom he hath done 


many and great things for : but he hath fig- 


nally akered the courſe of his Providence to- 
wards us, and brought us under his rod ; his 
hand is many ways out againſt us, and we 
are made low 5 he hath waſted us by ſmiting 
us many ways, and We are reduced to great 
diltreites. And what 15 all this. for bur our 
zniquiries ? if we had not, revolted from hjm, 


he would not have thus AﬀMidted us : our | | 
peace,and our prolperity might have continu- || 
ed uninterrupted, and he would have delight- . | | 
ed in it. What then remains, but that we ſeg, 


Y 
£) 
} 
” 

: 


: 
» 


| 


| 


upon a real and a through Heformation 2? Ss 


And let us be ferious in it. Are there not | 
the things among us that need Reforming ? | 
þ there not a Fartul decay of loye, and zeal, | 

h and | 
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{|| and holineſs among us ? is not almoſt every 

'| thing that can be thought of out of order a; 
| mong(t us ? and is our God now Tn 

. || bf the like that he takes at it 2 Wha 

| have wad*o do then, but to ſet upon this 
| 


| work iff good carnelt ? Eet all orders of men 
{| be invited to it. Let us all Search, and try, 
i} and Turn, Lam. 3.49. And to move us, Con: 
| fider, 
| I. God i waiting to be pracions. Whatever 
| Miplays he gives us of his righteous anger, 
|| and they are awfull, yet {till he is to be 
| Sought in the 2yay of his Tudgments, Tfa. 26. 8, 
:| though he bc {courging of us by his Afflictive 
|| Providences, yet he is {till ear kening to hear 
\ There b: any inclination in us this way ; 
it-there be the teaſt motions or {tirrings in 
.,, onr hearts towaids it ; and he will take it 
||, well of us if there be ; he therefore makes 
{| that compliint on this account ; Fer. 8. 6. . 
{|| bearkned and beard, but noe ſpake aright, &c. 
|| 2. Hence, if we do Kefurm, there as hope : 
| May not we ſay as he did, Ezra. 10.2,3. Wo 
| Gate treſpaſſed againſt cur God,” yet now there 15 
hope mm Iſrael concerning this thing, now therefore 
| let us make a Covenant with orr God. And 
| obſerve what great incouragment there is gi- 
|.ven for our ſo doing, Foel 2.12. &c. God is 
| merciful and gracious, and ready to Repent of 
\ '2e evil, and he hath-his cad in ſiniting of us, 


# 
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if this may but be obtained, the defign- of * 
_ CorreRtive Providences4s fully anſwered, and | 


ſo the controveſy is ended wher- once it ar- 


' rives at this. Why then do we ſit fill ? Why 


- do we pine away in our iniquities, becauſe- we 


do not put them away from us ? Jet us be up 


- and doing, and the Lord will accept of us. 


| 


: 
: 


DOET. II. A declined Profeſſing People, may 
meet with | fore Tudgments, and yet remaln 
unreformed under aud after thens. 


This is ſuppoſed and preſumed in our Text, 
and remember, it is the fourth ſtep in the 
Proceſs of Gods judicial diſpenfations towards 
them; and we are not to think ſuch things 
are here ſuppoſed which may not be. We 


ſhall therefore find awfull inſtances of this 


truth upon record in the word of God, giving 
vs to underftand that it hath been ſo i» Thefs. 
What great pains did God afrerwards take 
with this People for their Reformation, when 
they had forgotten the works that he had 
done in Zzypt, andin the Wilderneſs, and 
were revolted from him ? and yet what was 
the iflue of all ? although He ſent all his ſer- 
wvants the Prophets $o them, riſing up early and 
ſexdiug them, by whom he laid evident Con- 
victions of their ſins, before them, gave them 
awfull warnings of his Judgme 


eas 
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nts impending, 
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and urged upon them ſolemn and ſerious: in- 
vitations to repent, with the faireſt promiles 


of his favour in caſe of their complanc: 
therewithall : and though he laid many an 
ſevere ſtroaks upon them, bringing of then 
low tor their iniquities, waſting them ever: 
way ; yet to what purpoſe was it 7 what 
effec did it work in them * We are told,that 
God would have purged them, but they were 
ot. purged ; this 15 the complaint that 35 mads, 
againſt them in Ezek. 24.13. They- held ff 
their deceit, and would not let it goe, Jer.8.5 
8. ſoit wetit on 35 nbr b this at all to be 

wondered at, it we ſhall Conſider ; | 
I. The body of @ Profeſſmng People are not a} 
aways truly gracious, To-be ſure, in times 
wherein there 15 a decay of holineſs, and in- 
creaſe of impiety, it is not like to be ſo. All 
are not LIirael that are of I{rael. There is in- 
deed a bored car in the Children of God, 
that doth encline them to be: ready to heark- 
En to the voice of the Rad,and ro be awakeu- 
ed to diſcipline ; to be of a tender heart, and 
reſent the diſpleafure of God ; this is the na- 
tural and genuine working of Grace in the 
heart wherein it really planted. But all are 
not ſo who are the People of God by exter: 
ternal denomination, and a verbal profeſſion. 
When Apoſtaſy begings to creep upon a Peo- 
ple, Converſion work begins to beqnore " 
- aR 


«>... - 
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_ of an Afſſicted People. A. 
and mcn are not ſo frequently brought home | 
to God by a through and ſaving change 4 
wrought in them : Hypccriſy and Luke 2warm-\ 
meſs begins to get head and prevail, and the|. 
power of Godlineſs ceaſetiz, and men reſt 
contented in a name to ive whiles they are; 
dead. We have the Character of ſuch a Church 
fully repreſented to us in that of Laodicea, in, 
Rev.3.14. &c. And ic 13 not ſeldom exempli- 
tied in the world, where the name of Chiift 
is taken up. 

2. Gods own Children are ſometimes judicially 
left under obſtinate frames. It 13 the ; mourn- 
jull expoſtulation of the Church, 1/2.63.17. O 
Lord, why haſi thou made us to erre from thy 
ayes, , and haraned cur hearts from thy fear ? 
And i though there: be a Principle oft faving 
grace in thefn, which enclines them to an 
holy fear ; yet they have a body of death too, 
which hath its influerice on them, and that 
ſo powerfull, that they are drawn by it into 
the tins of the times and places they hve in, 
and God 1s diſpleaſed at them for it, and fo 
he awiully leaves them to have their ears 
{topt, 1o as not to give ear, as they ought to 
do, to the warnings he gives, and the Judg: 
ments which he inflicts. We have inltances 
jor this in El, David, Aſa, lerving to I:t uv 
underſtand, how far holy men may, unde: 
deſertion proyoke their Father to ditpleature | 

| Cs and 
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and thereby open away for more tempor: ple. * 
Judgments to come upon them.  —- | tor th 

3- Natural men have no true liking to j ence t 
2vays of God. They are in their fins, and i therar 
their hearts are ſet for ſin. Luſt hath Domi may } 
nion in them, and all the powers of thei} awakr 
Souls are engaged for it; their underſtanding gracio 
approves it, calls evil good ; their wills giveſl 2 go 
it the preference, and ſo makes choiſe ot itÞ} done. 
and their affections are ſet upon it. Hereupf ,12, », 
| On, their cloſe keeping to Duty, and their ab} };z ou: 
' ftinence from fin is a forced thing, and a} y-res 
gainſt the whole bent of their natures ; it is };s for 
'a yoke that doth not fit eaſy on their necks] Men x 
* but feels very irkſome to chem : and this} \Mia 
makes them 1n a readineſs to ſhake it off, andſſtep tc 
glad of an opportunity ſo to do ; and ſach}Convi 
opportunities, the times of declenſion afford js no | 
enough of to them : when many fins grow [:lone. 
£ommon, and not ſo Jcandalous, and witneſs finpro; 
begins not to be born againſt them as ſome- {man, \ 
times,now the before hidden corruption looks nate, 1 
forth and fhews its head : and when once þh2. . 4; 
they are gotten into ſuch a way, they are! reſpaſs 
willing to hold it faſt, and care not for being. s, $ 
diſturbed in it, or turning away from it : Þ!;-v 
hence that complaint, Fer. 5.23. This People yew 1 
hath a revolting and rebellious heart, they are' pt at 1 
revelted and £one. b.calk 

4. Afitetiuns, ar Judgments, have not 118 them: 


ſelves | 
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s ths wertue of Reforming a backſlidden Peo- 
They are indeed made, uſe of by God | 
his purpoſe, and if he pleaſeth to influ- | 
them they ſhall be ſervicable to the fur- 
ance of it, and fſaitable moral arguments 
| be drawn from them for conviction and 
kning ; but they cannot alone work any 
ious effect : except Corre&ionand Inſtrutti- 
© together, there 1s no good like to be 
2. Hence that, P/al. 94. 12. Bleſſed # the 
hom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt 
out of thy Law, ocherwile, Bray a fool in 4 
er among wheat with a Peſtil; yet will nos 
Foeliſhneſs depart from him. Prov. 27. 22. 
1 might indeed know,if they would, what 
tions come for, and that would be a_ 
to Retormation, if there were a through 
vic&tion upon the Conſcience; but there 
> kindly working upon the heart by this 
e. Unſandtified Aftictions, being mil- 
roved by the native corruption that is in 
,, will make him worſe, and more obſti» 
, Inſtead of mending him ; 2 Chron. 28, 
And in the time of his diſtreſs he did Jeb |} 
aſs more againſt the Lord. _ 
. Sinfull men are hard to be perſwaded to | 
we that they are the guilty cauſes of the Fudg- 
s that are upon; Gods People. Men indeed ars - 
at ſach times co make a fearfall cry againſt 
alk mugh ot the Provocation that is given 
þ co 
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to God, as if they had a mind to find it out 
and have it removed : bur yer every one 'is 
apt to pur it off from himfſelt and lay it upon 
others. here 15 a great deal of noiſe made 
art fuch a time,but what 15 there 1n it 7 It we 
obſerve we thall find, that it is only throw- 
ing dirt one upon another ; but as for them- 
{clves, they are clear and innocent ; they have 
notting to accuſ: themſclves of ; if others nee x, 
would have: been as caretull-as they,this might 
have been avoided. How doth God make | T7 
fuch a complaint as this ? Fer. 8-6. I heark- fone, 
ned and heard; but they fpake nat aright : no of go, 
man repented him of his wickednefs, faying what t 
have Þ done? There is fuch a fottiſhnefs in' 
men, that they cannot think their ways are'ſny 
perverſe, they can ſee no evitin them, 1o are 
they charged, I/a. 44.20. A deceived heart hath 
turned him afide, that he cannot deliver bis, on What fi 
ſoul, nor ſay, xs there not @ lie” in my right band? fleftabl 
6. Hence, till Gcd pouers out bis $ pirit upon ear th 
them, men do remain thas ſtupid and ſenſeleſs. Juſtific 
There muſt be an inward working upon thelmake 
hearts of men by the Spirit of God, if everfwe 
they are by his Judgments wrought up to Re-Flhent 
formation. Till he gives them eyes to 1eclifHe. 
and hcarcs to conſider, they continue as ſor-fkindl: 
tiſh as ever. Let one: Judgment come. upoiſints 
them in the neck of another, let them befſth 
broken, waligd, gonſumgd, and almoſt laidſho 
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ted People. | 
olate, and they are obdurate ſtilf ; all this | 
| not melt down their hard hearts,or bring. - 

m to any kindly complyance with God: | 
is aft obſervation made by the. Prophet, | 
A2. 25. Therefore be hath. poured upon hins | 
fi of bis anger, and the frength of battel s | | 
it bath ſet him on fire round about, ge be \ 
ww it not ; and it barred him, yet be laid it 


[4 


- 


e, are mot 4 furt ſign that God bath a purpoſe 
good for 1 4 People as ſuffer by them. pres 
e, they do bear witneſs for God, that he | | 
rery loth to deſtroy them, if it might in a- | 
other way be prevented ; they fay that he ' 

' God of great patience, and' that, he is © | | 
icing: for the repentance of ſuch' 4 People, 01 
t ſo he thay yet be favorable to' thent and 
abliſt them! ; elſe he could as eafily have | 
> them off at a ſtroak, and' muſt have bees | | 
tified in his doing fo: But ſtil, we caw || 
ke nv certain Judgmen of the *Nlue, tl | 
> ſee what influence and efficacy theſeJudg- 
nts have upon'thern'; the concluſion is ſtill 
pended. If once they appear to woik 
idly, ad begin to awakeni them to enquire 

o the provocation,and ſeriouſly to ſer about 

> work of Reformation,there is then a good 
pe offered us, hh. all will end well ar re 


my : 


$0 beart. | 
USE. 7. Learn hence; That Fudgments a | | 
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' Bur if ſtill they do not reform ; nay, if | 


he vc 


| teratzd Judgments do not produce ſuch -: 


' effe& as this is on them, but they ſtill perſia dill 
| In their evil wayes, and are rather hardned jaflwe h 
\ them by theſe Affilictions, there 15 abundattdoing 
reaſon given us to. be very doubtiull what i ſhall 
will coms to at the laſt. will 
[from 


_*.USE. II. -Let it then put us upon the enquiry, enqu 
What effet+ all the ſtroaks of God which 2we havent | 
felt, have -wrougpt on us, And in 15 of nofſ hath 
+ Jinall conſequence. chat we do in good earneſtFJand : 
make tnis enquiry, as will more evidently ap-Pay v 
per in the following Obſervations. ThatÞif w 
we have been under the diſcipline off] doin 
Gods Judgments is not to be called in queſt;-fangh 
on : let us then fee to. it what i the fruit of have 
all, upon us ; we are here given to underſtand] mad 
that all fo treated are 75 reformed ; and it 1s 45 &l 
not every thing that looks fair, which will: 
amount ts the Reformation which God expects, | DT 
Tt 13 net crying out of ſin in general, nor cab 
ling of Sekmn Aiſemblies, Faſting, Praying, l. 
Confeſling, Petitioning, renewing of Cove: 
nants, making of Laws, putting away of fog 
more groſs and enormous fins . that are appaz 
rently provoking, that will anſwer Gods ex; 
pecation, and 1o put- a ftop to his anger, and 
' turn away his Judgments from us. It is ano: 
| ther manner of thing to Reform, Tet us Wo 
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very inquidrive into this matter, and make | | 

diligent ſearch about ac. | If we think that 
e have done it, or a#e.in the way to: the 
ing of it, when there 3s no ſuch thing, we | 
all miſerably deceive our; ſelves ; and i ; 
11 be no little damage that will ariſe to us 
2m it. And one wonld think that a ſmall. 
quiry upon this account, would be ſuffict- 
t both to copvince and condemn us : thepe | 
th been ſo much of notorious ſlightinels | 
d neglect in this regard, that it 4s hard to 
y what one thing hath beep amended : and 
we ſhall call all chat we have hicherto been 
ing, 4 Reformation ? will not God upbraid- 
ply ſay to us, Is this the Reformatien, that I 

we required 2? 15 this the thing that you have 
ade ſo much of a talk and doe abour 2 
this all that you intend 2 | ; 


Wl 


DOCT. 1II. If Gods Judgments do not reforr) 
a backflidden People, the blame lies .in their 
wilfulneſs. 

Hicher the Lord chargeth 4t, not if you 

2 not, bur if ye will .nat.reform. All the 
penitency of a backſlidden Peoples the.eftect 
"their obſtinacy. This 1s not to be under- 
20d fog as if they did not-labour of Impotency 
| themſelves, or as if they had a power. 41 
emſelves to'reform themſelves, which is the 
iſtaken 1nferencc which ſome draw from + 
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13- ch Scriptures as charge ſin upon rhans w 


| | 


tulnefs. No, jr mult'be granted tha theyl 


| cannot refoim t __ although it is all : 
l 


ſo certain that externally, or with reſpect 
praftice, they might do a great deal morz 
an they doe ; and that will manifeltly deſ 4 


clare th.m inexcyſable * but truly - to turn 


from fin, and cordially to return to God fron 


' Whom they have departed, is a work abowe': 


their ability, and the Spi.jt of God muſt pow 
erfully work it 1n them, it ever it be done. 
But. ſtill God is wont to lay the blame off ! 
cheir not being Reformed, not upon their im | 


- potency, but their, wilfiIneſs. Thus Math] 
23.37. How often would ] has gathered thy | 


Chi dren, but ye would mt. Fob. 5:40. Te well 
7ot come unto me ; and here hes che height olf 
the wickedneſs of it ; and thar jt is fo, will bef 


| | made to appear, it we conſider theſe three 


things. | 

| I. That @ principal part of the natural im: ' 
rue of men, lies in the pravity of their wills * 
[C15 true, mans whole nature and all the 

facuhtcs in hin are dehilicated, fin having 3 
rooting an them all, and robbed them of the 
Image of God, by which once map was fitted 


'With ability tor his work ; but as the will is 
 ehe leading faculty in the man, fo is the im- 


potency of it very notorious. "That ſin which|' # 
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' Ten rs full of, hath Jaid faſt hold on 
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hem, and engaged their hearts to jt, andthey | * 
ave made chcjſe of ir, and that accorcjng to . | 
he dictates of a depraved und-ritanding : for : 
hat being filled with crooked principles, |. | 
auſing it” to judge perverſly of thyngs, and | | 
Juire contrary to” what they arg 1a reality, \ | 
ath drawn away the will atter ic, unto a ſpon- | | 
eneous and deliberate t1:61zon and Embrace- | | 

nent of theſe d-lutions ; and by their will it | | 


s that men hold feſt deceit, Fer 8.5. Theze fins © 
ave thus gained not only their Approbation, || * 
oO prefterre them before hulineſs, bur alfo 

heic Aﬀe#jons ; they love the ways of iniquie || 

y, and that makes them to adhgie to thum 8 | 

Ter.2.25. I have loved ſtrangers, and after them | | 
| will goe. And hereby their wills are be- - '| 
come 10 impotent, that they cannot make a | | 
better choiſe of themſelves, or by their own | | 
power : and yet all this is voluntary ; there is | 
no outward force laid upon them to cauſe |} 
them thus to do, bur ir is a frujt of the native | | | 
Corruption which is in them. , - 00 


* 


2. That men do wilfully ſhut their eyes apainff | 
the Convittions wich "are laid before them, by || ' 
which they might be led to Reformation. The | | 
Afﬀictions themſelves which they fuffer, are | 
for Convidtion ; there is fuch a deſign inthem, - || 
God ſends them for fin, and they are to bring | 
it #0 remembrance; they have a Yeoice in them,. 


ang it AORgIN ; they ſay that God is þ_ 
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| "angry with ſuch a People, and they ferve” ty 


- 


| | -put men upon enquiry after the cauſe of thenii; 
| "even the Philitmes themtfelves are led by the 
| Jighr of nature to ask ſuch a queſtion when 
| -the hand of God is upon them, acknowledz- 
Ing that it was from him, and therceunu t9 
confult how they might obtain a removal of. 
|| "It, 1 Sar. 6. begin. Yea, and many times the 3 
|| - Judgments bring light in_and with them, wo ,,.% 
|| . diſcover the ground of the controverſy, and 
| point to the very ſin againſt which they are 
' witneſles. Adonibezek was thus brought to a 
- Confteflion of his cruelty, and Gods juſt vin: 
' dication, Fudg. 1.7. But beſides this, when 
God comes to puniſh a People that are in].c5, 
Covenant with him, he 15 wont, together. 
with theſe troubles, to fend; them matter of %h 
Conviction in his Ordinances , to awaken his 3 7 
Servants inthe Miniſtry ; to touch their hearts, ,,... 
' | and ſuggeſt to them the things that he con- KAN 
| tends for,, and make them to Cry alud axd}, 1. 
z67 to ſpare, but to ſbew hes People the ſins they 
are guilty of; and to do it with all evidence 
and demonſtration ; ſo that af men would 
but liſten and give ear to theſe cryes and Con- 
vicions, they might be throughly convinced 
' | andnot be able to withitand. Bur the reaſon |; 
| | © why they do not thus doy:is becauſe they will 
| ' . wat. What they ſaid plumply to the Prophet, 
. Fer.44- 16. As for the word that thou haſt ſpoken 
| F 8 


to 9s 
8:7 
wh: 
js 10 
had 

all el 
them 


then 
are 
and 
may, 
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us in the name of the Lord, we will not heark- X | | 
unio thee. Theſe ſay the fame practically, & | 
11ch amounts to as much in.the event, and 3 : 
ſo interpreted by God as if their*tongues 
d iittered it : and this is to be charged on 
that do not take the warnings, and bring 
2miclves to the light of the truth, that they 
1y know their ſins. And what is the reaſon 
1y they will not readily receive the light, 
t ſhut rherr eyes againſt it, and do what in 
em lies to keep it out ? it is becauſe they 
2 reſolved to hold on their ſinfull courſes, 
d would be quict in it ; which that they 
ay, they. would prevent the reflexions of | 
nſcience, which is moſt likely be done by 
eping them in the dark ; our Saviour tells | '!! 
how it is, and why its ſo in this regard, 
1þ.3.19,20. Mens ways are evil, and they'are | ;\ 
raid to know that they are ſo, and, to ba ':, 
proved for them ; they therefore reſolve to 
filt all the means that might bring them to ; 
knowledge of themſelves and their evil || 
)1ngs. 
3- That men will not receive the help which _ 
herwiſe they might have, to remove all the oO: | 
er ampediments of their Reformation. It 15 | 
ue, none can turn themſelves, .til God put _ 
; his Grace and turn. them, he muſt firſt draw |} ; 
, before we can run After him : 1t was. a, | 
ng Prayer Wheh, Aperms: DU6-:UPe7 0-15: © | 
Ro 7 
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| |-28. Turn thou" me, and I ſhall be turncd.” Bu 
God, in his Ordinances, offers to' his Peopk 

| , gopgether with reproots, all the Afiſtance anc 
Grace that is wanting to the doing of that} + 
which he requires of them: he ufech all 
means and etidearours with them; tendring 
them his hand; but they reje& tim, they will 
bawe nune of him, cy had rather g& without 
his help ; they are not willing to be rid 0! 
cheir (ns : they are theretore taid to reſt b; 
Spirit ; and hereupon, the reaſon' renfdrec 
Ghy God at length Jeaves them wp! to theii 
fintult wayes, and gives them over, to' theitf] : 
vile courſes to ſin without any reſtraints, i 
becauſe they would not accept of thefe his 
gracious offers, P/al.8r.1 1,12. My People would 
wot hearkens to my voice, et. So T1 gave them a; 
fo their 02pn hearts luft 5 &. | 


USE. I. Tearrtherfce, How inexcuſable wth; 
fall be, if under all Gods Tulgments we Reformll ; 
not. Men are ready to think they have af; 
great deal to plead for themfelves by way off, 
excuſe : alas | it God do not give thertrGraceſ ; 
to repent and reform, how fhoukt they ever 
do it 2 They have no power of themſelves, | ,, - 
and if they ſhould attempt it, whar would it 
turn to ? If therefore they ly in their ſins,and 
pre away in their imiyquities, how can they help 
x? This ſeems to be the meaning. of- their 

OR © Language. 
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anguage in,Ezek.3 3.10: But this will notſtand : | 
1cn in any ſtead. It indeed men had. a hearr | 
) ic, and eager deſire after ir; if they were | 
zally for ir, and uſed cordial endeayours after 
3 if they did truly bewail this impotency of | 
2e1rs, and cry out importunately and heartily 
» God for his help qo it, as thoſe that 
7ere weary of their ſins, and would fain be 
d of them, and God ſhould refuſe them his | | 
Trace, and witch: hold this neceſlary help from | 
13cm, ſornthing then were to be pleaded : Bue | 
hen was it ever ſo 2 When did God with- | \ 
old his Grace from ſach as did indeed defire # 
; and ask for it ? He hath promiſed, and al- . } 
ayes practiſed the contrary. No, no, the | 
Hil is in &, we are ſet againft it; we have 
hoſen our own ways, they beſt pleaſe us; we 
11n0t part with them; Ged calls us once and 
54In, and he ſmites us at ofhe time and ano- 
1er, and we {top our ears at him, tur our | 
acks uponhim, {hut our eyes, and harden our | 
earts. And what can fuch a peopk ſay for | | 
1emſelves, agaiaft whom it will be proved | 
nat they were wilfulty fet in their own way, | 
1 deſpite of all courſes uked to reclaim them 2 
Vhoeyer excuſed luch as wilfully tranſgretied 2? 
115 & that which all mens reaſon accounts a 
-onfideration that takes away all excuſe. 


.” BOY 4 | 
USE. 1I, Let this then ſerve to convince and-- | 


Oo bunile | _ 
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bumble us in this regard, and doubileſs we hag 


that we have forfaken im to ſuch a degree 


Eris 1n the treaty he hath been holding allfk 
his while with us 2 What 15 the reaſon thet 
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great Occaſion for it. Hath not God been ufrhy 
all manner of endeavours with us, to bring 'y; 
z0 a ſight and ſence of our fins, and to mak 
us know that it is an evil and a bitter thing 


O- 
ſhou 
ſack 
naug 
bla 
as we have,and thar feclingly by the ſenſe offs E 
all thoſe ſharp ſtroaks that he hath laid uponſhct | 
us ; and there have bzen many of chem, andfſcom! 
no littk of his ſeverity cxerciled in them ;FÞof o1 
and hach he not the mean while been ſendfwail 
ing as many faithful warnings, cleer ConvicÞlur £ 


tions, and awakning loud calls in his Houſly ſe 


and Ordinances, and that trom time to time?flwhic 
Have not all his Servants been unanimouſhſſkt u 


* en2aged in this deſign 5 Hath there been anyſſhard 


thing wanting as to means ? What more couldtend: 
he have done, than what he hath done ? Nayſſof th 
have we- not been convinced 12 our Confiwith 
Kiences, and enforced by them to. make Corfſner 
feflions upon thts azcount ? Hath her-not alſo 
kindly invited us to lay hcjd on his ſtrength, 
and be at peace with tm ? offering us all tair 


chat there 15 no more Refcrmation wrought in 
che midlt of us ? Have we been willing, and] Dt 
God unwilling 7 He will certainly make us to 
know that there 15 no ſuch matter ere he hath 
done with us. How then ſhould this confound 


us, 
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and lay us in the duſt before him ? How | 
ld ic fill us with ſhame, and cloath us in * 
kcloth ? Let us then fre and confeſs the 
aghtineſs of our own hearts, and take the | 
me home to our 1c1ves ; let us acknowledgn 
Ephraim, Fer.31.18. We have been as a bul- 

& wnaccuſtomed to the yoak.” "This is the great 
mplaint which we have at this day to make | 
our ſelves before God, and bitterly to be- | 
ul it in his preſence, that we h:w2 bardned 4 

- bearts agamft him ; that we have obſtinate- *? 
ſet our 1clves to withſtand all the attemps 
ich he hath heen uſing toreclaim vs. And # 
us be :0 more ftiff necked, but bring theſs 
rdhearts of ours to him to have them made: i 
1der, and beg of him to take the ſtone our 
them, and work them to a true compliance 

th his will ; that we may have a true re- 
arment of all his Judgments and be humbled 
der them : and if this may be obtained, | 
2 are in fair way to be reformed ; and then | 
ere will be a good hope that he will return {| 
d fave us. And what a happy day would |} | 
is prove for us,it it might come tothis uſue? | | 


DOCT. WW. An unreformed Profeſſing People | 
do all the while walk contrary to God. | 


as - AL 
en a * 


Thus he interprets 1t,Text. 'Th1s is the "oy 
n{c that he puts.upon it ; in the Hebrew ics 
FE, 2 18 
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| ſhall walk with me centrarily. And the man: 
| ner of expreſſion ſeems to: have ſomerhing 
| obſervable in it, noting, a pretence of bang 
his people, and making it their defign to. walk 
with him, z.e. in conformity to his commands z 
and yet a carrying of it contrary to the pre; 
terice of their practice. And the phraſe notes 
an Oppoſition, or a ſetting of themielves, a: 
©2in{t God. And that ſuch a people as do. nor, 
will not reform, do thus, will appear gn the 
Contideration of theſe things. | 
I. All Ap:ſtaſy.i« @ revolting. from God.. . A 
People that are in.Covenant with him, have 
acknowledged and ſubmitted to his Sovereign- 
ty over them ; they have owned him to be 
Their Lord,and theic King,and their Law-gt ver : 
.and bound themſelves to yield obedience .to 
/| all his commands; promiſed that all .that rhg 
| Lord ſhall ſpeak unto them, they will do it. Now 
|) God hath given them his {Rub according 
| | £0 which he expe&s that they thould regulate 
[ 


—— Iz 
= 


themſelves, and therein give a Teſtimony. af 
their loyalcy to him : Every proteſhing peop]: 
| are brought under this bond of the Covenant. When 
| Therefore they depart from his obedience,. and 
| | Furn aſige to their crooked wayes, they therein 
|| Aepart from thcir Allegiance. Hence ..it i: 
| Call:d a revolting, Fer.5.23. They are revolted, & 
| ©. p 

| one : andthe name of rewolters 15 put upor 
| | NIhem,Chap.6.28. They are all grievous Fro 
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of an-Affiigted Prop? 77 — 37 
And. what j5' this but a ſetting of thcemſelues 
againit Iam 2? A Rebel is-cer yy by hide 
bcllion ſer againit }. 15 lawfull Pince. not 
2, Hence a continuance in this: Hipnſtaſyy muſh 
| nerd; be a mammt eming of that Contrareety. Þ 
Wfc!l into this. way | by..,their departure tromy 
fr, and they. walk on in ic by their 1mpenj» 
I Dey 3 hereby they -do, as -&t wete, fortitys 
thenal-. Ives again{t him, ſtrengthen themclves 
in thcir rebellion, Every new act of cilolies 
Idience to his Commands, is a'renewed attuah 
| oppoſing cf themſelves unto hif4 and by. er 
velyery ſuch a&tihey. do. 2s much as fay,char thay 
are refolved to withſtand : lim: :Fhe life-o 
man 15 compared; t.a walk,iand every action 
. that is done jn ic,'j5 a ftep inthat walk ; rand 
\ to long as they are our of the pight- way', and 
be [{till going, they. do: bur increale cxheic revolt, 
v.JEvery ſinner i524 Rebel ;,; he that pefilts nv this 
Ion, 15s an hardzed rebel; and this muſt. needs:bg 
a wofull contrariety to God. God is q 0g 
only complied with when men: do repent? 
; [their ſins, tor that js.4c which he -Tequipzs 16 
en.them ; wilfull jmpenicence theirs alerting! of 
| themſclves to oppoſe - this will of his ; and 
what can be more contrary than this ? 
3- They d» bereby ſet themſelves againſt all. the 
a: tomnpys that God i uſing 2th them fot this Ve - 
z0N claimzeng of them. God always, when a \p2O- 
ers.ple of his Coyenant begin to_decline from kis 
und LE 3 Pr ECCPpts, | 


\ ® ANef«cmation the Great Duty 
| Precepts, to apply ſeafonably and ſuitably 'to 
| *ehem for their recovery; that ſo the breaking: 
| forth of his hot anger may be prevented : 'on 
his account he tells them of their declinings, 
invites them to return ſpeedily, and not go. on, 
warns them of the danger they lay themſelves 
open to, threatens them with his rods in caſe 
they hear him not, yea,and when 1s put to it, 
he {mites tzem with his Judgments ; and all 
this to recover them ; bur they do all they 
can to make void thee attempts, and this is 4 
| woful comtrariety : their negledting to reform 
| rmder fuch effays uſed with them, is to ſer 
| themſelves againſt all the pleadings of God, to 
quench all the motions and ſtirrings of the Sps- 
7:t:in them, to withſtand all the calls of the 
| Judgments that are upon:them, in which God 
| cries aloud to them to return and to reform : 
| thus they ſer their wills againſt his will ; he 
| faith to:them, Turn from your evil courſes, @- 
your ways and your doings : but they do 
|| n@GÞandthatis in efte to fay that they will 
| | ner, and this interpretation God puts upon tt: 
' Thus, as much as they can,they ſeek to make 
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| - al: the pains that God takes with them to be 
'| in vain; and what is this butto walk contrary ? 
4. They do hereby provoke Ged to jealouſy, ana 
dare bim #0 do his worſf. In this way ſuch a 
people are found to be fighters againſ® bim. 
Fhey that will not be retormed by theſe A 
| Oo 
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| of an Afflicted Yeo 35 
da caſt a great contempt upon Fas Judgments : 


this is interpretatively to deſhiſe them, and 
BJ ſpeaks that ſuch do preſume to bs too hard 
My for God at the laſt ; we find what a ſence God 
| bimfelf purs upon it, 1/a.28.T5. Te have [aid,we 
nf have made a Covenant with death, &&c. w_ the 
overflowing Scourge ſhall paſs through, it ſhall not 
te ont pe ; VC Lb Rs Hoot | 
thus expoſtulating on the account, 1 Cor.10. 
22. Ds e provoke the Lord to jealouſy ? are we 
"| fronger than be ? God faith, that it they will 
' IF not reform, he will heap his Plagues upon 
chem, and multiply their Calamities ; and they 
fay, thcir carriage” ſpeaks it, let him do it.if 
he will,they are not concerned abont it ;. they 
* are purpoſed to-run the adventure of it, and 
-} try whether he will do as he faich : and what 
greater contrariety can there be. than this? 
This 15 to beat a challenge to heaven, and run 
NE | up againſt the thick boſſes of his buckler. This ſhews 
tat they are ſet againit him ; which muſt 
needs be a very bold and daring preſumption. 
al 5. And herem they withſtand his glory,and ſeek 
bis diſhonwour. When men are affected with the 


Ke Þ rokens of his diſpleaſue, and are brought to 
be confeſs and forſakethoſc fins which have pro- 
4 7 cured it, and in this way addreſs him for his 


pardon and favour,they do therein give glory 
to God : this is to throw down their arms, 
and reſiga themſelyes to him,,and he reckons 
TY hindclf 
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| *$ Licffſiehfien the Great Duty 
| piftrfelt 4648 HdWbured, by their ſo doing, 
ll Vie when they*ds wilfuly maintain their ſins, 
! and will.not Kindly accept of the puniſhment of 

ben" h8 "dg Rereby ak reproach upon hum, 
They to \wirftand the glory of his holimeſs, 
whiles they pretend to be his peopk, to have 
Sis name called upon them, and yet they wall 
"tIroe after the minntr of the heathen 5 and for all 
that, prefurne that he who .4 God of purer eyes 
'than to behold miquity; and cannot endure ſin, 
|| *fh6uld own them to be his, and favour them, 
| and patronize thcir abominations, like them, 
18 . Fer.7.9. Steal, Marder, commit Adultery Cc. and 
| come mm to this houſe, and ſay we are delivered to 
|} do all theſe abommations. And it this be nat 
to diſhonour him, what can be ? Moreover 
| they ſlight his P-22er, in chat they- are not a- 
[| Fraid to irritate him to exert it,b11a7s and thorns 
i Fhus ſet themſelvus in battel againſt the devouring 
| fire ; and they calt contempt upon Þis Fuſtice, 
| 


I 
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25 if he would connive at fuch fins, and would 
| mot wiſi them for theſe things. They open the 
| mouths of Adverſatics againſt him, who here 
| Upon take Occaſion to Blaſpheme Þ3s great 
| name; and they flight his Authority over them, 
[ 

{ 
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whiles they withdraw their necks trom under 
| bis yoke, and deny him che due Obedience ; 
| and ſurely all this carries in it an horrible 


contrariery to him. ra 
" USE. I. Learn we hence, how dangerous 4 


thing it ws to live and ly in any ſin unrepented of- 
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of an Affiicted People. 4t 
Poth God put ſuch an account upon it 2 doth 
he reckon all fuch to walk contrary to him ? 
ff Jurcly then it muſt ftir up bis anger, and pro- 
1. voke him to wrath againft them : it will kind- 
0 dlethe fire of his fury,and make it to burn uf 
| into 4 fearful fiame, and how teriibJ2 muf 
LY this necds be ? "The Apoſtle chorght tt fo, 
ul Heb.10.31. It xs a jearfull thing to fall into the 
es hands of the living Ged. Surcky then It is a da- 
m, ring adventure or thoſe that will expoſe them- 
mn, ſelves upon this hazard, and, as it were, forcs 
DA him to take them in hand, and be revenged 
on thern, and needs muſt it ſue in the un- 
fpeakable miſery of all thoſe that wilt be ſo 
bold. Obſcrve what a chatkenge God makethe 
tpon this account, 1fa.27.4. Who would ſet the 
briars and thorns againſt me m battle ? 1 would. 
| 20 through bem, I would burn them together ; we 
may ealily ghuefs how it 1s like to derermine 
in the winding up : we have an account of 
{rhe unhappy ſucceisthat is like to come of ſuch 
an unequall duell, Fob 15. 24,25,26. Shall 
4 Potſherd of the earth ſtrive with his Maker, 
Jand hope to come off with any thing leſs 
chan ruijae 2 . | 
USE. I. Let it then be ani awakning word 
ef warning unto us. And we are not alittle con-/ 
cerned im it. We have ont of doubt fallen by 
our mquity : we have gotten tOO far away. 


from God ; we have beyond diſpute zurmee 
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rae to things that cannot profit. All fin 15 againft 
| God; and to be ſure every departure from a- 
ny of thefs ways of iz which he hath enjoyn- 
ed us in- the obſzrvance of, is ſo : and there 
a great deal of this to be found in the mid(t 
of us : and let me allure you, ic 13 not a thing, 
t be ſlighced or diſregarded : as light a mat- 
ter as we may make' ot it,and think what hurt 
L & there in 1:,0r what perib are we expoſed to 

by i ? Yet God reckons i: a ſetting our felves 
againſt lim. Well, but have we thus done 
through our folly ? yet have a care of contt 
nuing in this unhappy poſture : take heed of 
walking on 1n this contrartety, it nothing be 
done to remove ir, God will charge # home 
upon us ; and what ſhall we expe at his 
bands it he fo doth 2? ſurely it wilt be impar 
congreſſus, the damage will fall upon us and 
nor upon him ; we muſt needs be the fufter- 
Ers 12 the cnd, and not he : he will be tog 
hard for us, there & all reaſon tor us to, lot 
upon this before we begin : it 6 a queſtion 
which he would have a finfull Peopl: {ſtudy an 
anſwer to, Ezek.22.14. Can thine heart endure ? 
ean thine hand be ftrong, in the day that I ſhall. 
ea} with thee ? Our Impotency will never make 
a match for his Ommnpotency. What a call then 
is, this to our ſpeedy and undelayed returning 
{| to him? Are we let inoppoliiion to the great, 

| God 7 let us quit this ſtation, and ſeek to be 

HR reconculecd. 
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of an Affiioed People. 3 
- Teconciled. Ir it the advice which 45 given in 

this regard, 1/a.27.5. Let him take hold of my 
- | ffrength, that he may make peace with me : and 
S | our only ſafety will be in following of it. 
t | Be we then adviſed to follow this counſel and ' 
pg. | we ſhall find it for our good. , 


t DOCT. V. God in puniſnng of fuch a people 
OF walks contrary to them. *." #0 
_ Thus therefore he exprefſſeth the nature of 
e #- the Judgments which he brings on them for 
+ their wilful impenitence, and by this manner 
pf Þ of expreflion he vindicates the righteoutheſs 
of his proceedings againſt them in the way of 
| Judgment, it is nothing elſe but a Retalation x 
he doth but pay them an their own kind ; and 
what can be more equal ? fer, if they fete 
themſelves againſt him, it is but jult that hg 
ſhould be againlt them ; it they are the ag- 
; [grefſours, it is fit he vindicate himſelf, by with- 
vt Fitanding of them. Ir 35 true, af ; when God 
OR brings a people into trouble, upon their pro- 
an [yoking of kim by ther finning againft ham,he 
e ? ([Sanctities theſe troubles to them, they will 
all. ſhave abundant reaſon to confeſs itto his praiſe. 
ke [David therefore confeileth both the goodneſs 
en of the Aﬀfidtion, and the faithfulneſs of God 
g lic inflicting it upon him,P/2.119.71. It & good 
at, [for -1e that I have been Afflicted, and Verſe 75. 
be [Thou in faithfulneſs haſt Afﬀiitted me, And God 
d.\ F 2 ___  - many 
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many times hath ſuch a gracious deſign as this 
in the bottom, 1/a. 27.9. By this ſhall the iniquity 


of Facob be purged,and this ws all the fruit, to take 


away his ſim. Þbut as it doth not alwayes prove 
ſo, to all that are viſibly in- the Covenant ; 
many are made worſe inftead of being better- 
ed by their Aftictions : to 1t is uncertain what 
ſhall be the event, till the providence of God 


determines it, and it 15 equally certain that the 
Judgments themſelves are more ways than one 
to be reputed contrary to them. For, 

I. Herein he accompliſheth the Covenat threat- 


ping. It we look upon the Covenant of God 


95 1t 4s plighted between him and thetbody of 
a peoplz proteſting to be his, it 1s very eyident, 
that there do nat oily bclong to it gracious 


.-promiſcs made to thcir faithtull Obedience 


unto him, but alſo awtul]l threatnings againf 
all diſobedience ; and to theſe threatnings do 
belong all the Afﬀictions that are denounced 
in the word of God againſt the dilobedience 
of a people that ſtand to related to him. There 
are ſome indeed who do call theſe the promi- 
Jes of the Covenant ; but it is very Catachreſ- 
zicallyit not a plain Aantiphraſis : for a promils 
always hath a reſpe&t to ſomething that s 
-good ; whereas thele things are in their owfa 
nature evil, and ſo the Scripture calls them, 
which 1s the proper matter of a threatning ; 
Hence that, 7er.11. 17. The Lord of fey "_ 
| CEE | -H 7c 
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of an Afſiicted People. Th 
panted thee.hath pronounced evil againſt thee. And 
although ſometimes eventually chey prove tor. 
£109, and that according to Gods purpoſe z' 
and on this account, thole chat are compared | 
to good Figs, are laid to be {ent to Babilon for! 
thr good, Fer.24.5. Yet this 15 beifdes the nas- | 
ture of them. Gods Childrca therefore are ' 
wont to be afraid ef thoſe Fudgmems, Pſa. 119. 
120. And God doth cheretore tpeaks of them, 
that he may {irre up this fear, to make #hem 
cautious againl{t expoting ot thernielvesro them. 
2. Hence,By themGe.d zs ſaid to do wen hurt. 
So he expreiicth ir, Fc{.24.20. Then will be turn 
ani do you burt and conſume you,after that be bath 
done you gocd. They are many ways harmftull | 
to a people thatare brought under the impre{ 
ſions ofthem : belides the mitery that men do 
perſonally ſuiter by chem, in which ſome are 
uſually more deeply concerned than others, 
being made the peculiar monuments of the 
ſeverity of ſuch Judgments ; there 13 great evil 
which betalls thz body of fuch a people. They 
are greatly hurt by Famines, by Peſtilences,!>y | 
-Sword, by Capuvity and bondage,ethcir glory | 
is diſgrac2d by ſuch difafters, their numbers 
are waſted, and chey ace made, of a great m- 
ay, to be but a tew ; their comtorts ot lite are 
taken away from them, and they are broughe 
into miſerable ciitrets ; they are filled wich. 
lorrows and bitter mournings ; and they ' ate 
F.2 walted, 
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Neformation the Great Dutp 
waſted, impoveriſhed ,and broughtlow by ther. 


and made to come down e& ſit im the duſt ſolitary; 
#hey are. made a reproach to their engmies, a ſceff 


' and a ſcorn to all thoſe that hate them,who point 


at them and ſay, This s Zion the out-caſf, 6. 
And all this doth very ſenſibly hurt them; and 
that which doth a man hurt, muft needs be 
contrary to him. 

3. Theſe are all of them the effetts and diſcour- 
ries of Goas anger : and that zs certainly againfs 
them. Anger 15 0n2 of the ſeparating attections, 
and it makes a diſtance between him that is 
angry,and thoſe at whom he is ſo. Ir is true;if 


there be lovein the bottom of theſe Aflictions, 


\ (and many times there 1s 10, for he hath ſaid, 


Rev.3.19.As many as 1 love, 1 rebuke & chaſten: ; 


and there 1s a conliftency berween love and. 


anger ; a father may be angry with his offend- 
ang ſon, and beat him 4n anger, but love go- 
verns that wrath ) then all this is tor them in 
the ſecret counſel of God. But the anger is 
certain, the courſe of providence bears witneſs 
to that; whereas there is not a preſcntdiicovery 
of the love which4s at work in the 'manage- 
ment of it : and beſides,this love is uſually re- 
ſerved but for a Remnant,tor whom God bath 
thoughts of peace, and to put a good end to their 
Aﬀictions ; whereas others are expoſed to his 
fierce indignation. But when God brings theſe 
evils UPOn men,he 1s Jaid to make away for his 
anger, 
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of an Afflicted People. 4: 


anger,Pſal.758.50. And how do welind in Scrip+ 
ture, the Hiſtory of fuch diſpenfations incro- 
duced with that preface, Viz.. That the anger 0 
the Lord was kindled againſt Iſrael,and therefore 
he did ſo and 1o : and this tells us - that God 
herein walks contrary to them. 
4. And it  diretly contrary to mens deſire & 
hopes. As ſin is oppoſite to Gods Hiline(s,and 
it g::evs him, ſo i forrow to mens Inclinations, 
and it wexeth them. Hence fuch expreflions 
are uſed to ſet it forth by,2 Chron.15.5,6. Great 
Texations were upon all the inhabitants of the 
Countries ; for God did wex them with all adver- 
ſity. There is in all men naturally a diſire and 
craving after ftelicity ; they would, if poſlible, 
enjoy a well being, according to their reſent- 
ments of it; and although the fall hath made 
them ignorant of what is their beſt good, yet: 
they apprehend a goodneſs in Peace, Health,Proſ- 
perity, Credit, Liberty, &-c. theſe are agreeable 
to them, and therefore they are naturally in . | 


them, is that which nouriſheth in them, thels || 
endeavours which they lay out for the com- | 
ratling and ſecuring of them to themlelyes. 
That therefore which 1s contrary to this, that 
underminestheir peace and health,and deitroys 
their proſperity and liberty, &c. 15 that which 
they hate, and it perplexeth them : and hence,. 
when God by his providengs thus deals with, 

RS them, 


<. 
a med "oo auld, eo awe - - 


Jy nd 


; . wats | 

| 46  Neformation the Great Duty 
|  wafted,jimpoverithed ,and broughtlow by ther. 
and made to come down & ſit im the duſt ſolitary; 
| #hey are. made a reproach to their enemies, a ſceff 
i | and a ſcorn to all thoſe that hate them,who point 
at them and ſay, This & Zion the out-caſt, &e. 
And all this doth very ſenſibly hurt them; and 
'f | that which doth a man hurt, muft needs be 
'F contrary to him. 
'Þ 3. Theſe are all of them the effetts and diſcoue- 
' wies of Gods anger : and that 3s certainly againf 
them. Anger 15 0n2 of the ſeparating attections, 
and it makes a diltance between him that is 
angry,and thoſe atwhom he is ſo. Ir is true,if 
there be lovein the bottom of theſe Afictions, 
| | | (and many times there 1s 10, for he hath ſaid, 

' Rew.3.19.As many as 1. love, I rebuke & chaſten: 3 
| and there 1s a conſiſtency berwcen love and. 
'{ anger ; a father may be angry with his offend- 
|} ang fon, and beat him n anger, but love go- 
| verns that wrath ) then all this 1s tor them in 
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the ſecret counſel of God. But the anger is 
certain, the courſe of providence bears witneſs 
to that; whereas there 1s nor a preſent diicovery | 

| of the love whichis at work in the 'manage- | 
| | ment of it : and belides,this love is uſually re- I 

' farved but for a Remnant,tor whom God bath | 
|, thoughts of peace, and to put a goed end to their 
'\' Afﬀeaidtions ; whereas others are expoſed to his 
f| fierce indignation. But when God brings theſe 
evils UPOn men,he 1s Jaid to make away for his 
anger, 
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anger,P[a/.758.50. And how do welind in Scrip* 
ture, the Hiſtory of fuch diſpenſations intro- 
duced with thatpreface, Viz. That the anger 0 
the Lord was kindled againſt Iſrael,and therefore 
he did ſo and 1o : and this tells us that God 
herein walks contrary to them. 
4. And it # direttly contrary to mens deſire & 
hopes. As ſin 1s oppoſite to Gods Hiline(s,and 
it g:4evs him, ſo is forrow to mens Inclinations, 
and it vexeth them. Hence fuch expreflions 
are uſed to ſet it forth by,2 Chron.15.5,6. Great 
Texations were upon all the inhabitants of the | 
Countries ; for God did wex them with all adver- 
ſity. There is in all men naturally a difire and 
craving after telicity ; they would, if poſlible, 
enjoy a well being, according to their reſent- 
ments of it; and although the fall hath made 
them ignorant of what is their beſt good, yet 
they apprehend a goodneſs in Peace, Health,Proſ- 
peritty, Credit, Liberty, ec. theſe are agreeable 
to them, and therefore they are naturally in. 
| love with them; and the hope of enjoying |! 
| them, ts that which nouriſheth in them, thels | 
endeavours which they lay out for the com- | 
ralling and ſecuring of them to themſelves. 
That therefore which is contrary to this, that 
underminestheir peace and health,and deſtroys 
their proſperity and liberty, &c. 15 that which | 
they hate, and it perplexeth them : and hence,: 
| when God by his providengs thus deals with || 
them, | 
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| them, he croſleth their aims, and cravings,arid 
| expectations, and therein he walketh contrary 
|| | unto them. 
\ USE. I. This may point us what mapoY 


fo put upen theſe Fudgments of God,which we for 
a = time been labouring under. God, of his 
tich grace,grant that in the winding up of all, 
we may find by an happy expert2nce,that there 
hath been love in them all : and that will only 
.be when they prove to be the blefled means 
ot our rhrough Reformation, when by them our 
mmiquities fhall be prerged away from #s. But tet 
us know and be afjjured,that it we remain 1m- 
penitent under them, there 15 but very little. 
ſign ofthis for the prelent. And this 1s certain, 
that as long as God 1s in thts way with us,we 
have him for our Advcifary, and 1o the Pro- 
phet interpreced it in, Lam.2.4. He ffood with 
his right hand as an Adverſary. He i ſetting 
of himſelf againſt us : he and we are facing of 
' ©21e another ; we by our impenttence are con- 
fronting of him, and he by bs Judgments is: 
withſtanding of us. We are Provoking him to 
gealouſy by our fins, and he 15 provoking us to jea- 
louſy by hrs ftreaks,1o itis expreiled in, Deut. 32+ 
21. And it we do not put this ſence upon the 
preſent ſtate of affairs, we ſhall deceive our 
ſelves, and be expoſed to more of his wrath s 
and is not this a fearfull thing 7 | 
Hence, : - 
LSE. 
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| of ah! Aﬀeiced People. Fr. 
USE. Il. Let it put us upon ſerious & ſolemn * 
thoug hrs of making. our peace with bim. Hath | 
God, been thus diſcovering of himſelf ro us, ' 
that he 15 in good carneſt 7 Hath he begun to 
ut bis threatnings in execution upon is? And 
dou felt no lictle part of the Tear: of them; 
In the many frowns of Providente that we | 
pare laboured under ? It is high time ther | 

for us ro bethink our ſelves; and be in >oot 
earneſt too, and tiifle ho longer with him.” 
ft was indeed high preſumption in us to dare 
him to this at firſt; and co ftout ir out fo long 
zgainft his warnings with which he ſought to 
teclaim us; that a further proceeding againſt 
bis might fo have beefi prevented : bur Ic will 
be miadnefs to a Paroxiſm for 'us to continug 
In itwheri we ſee him up in arms,a! d caliling 
the arrows of his vengeance to fly attiong us; 
and he is Marching through our Jand in his fury. 
k is high time then for us to entet into, Teri: 
dis Conſultation, whether there. be ho way to 
be. found in which af end tmay,be pur tolud 
1 Controverſy, and without ; fa co get Jnta. 
the way, for,if he ſets himſelf againſt us, wog 
antd us, we can never ſtand before. bim. Is he | 
ngry ? Remember who hath faid, Pſa.76.7. || 
Thou,even thow art to be feared,and who may (Fond | | 
in thy ſight when ence thois art angry ? This they | | 
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{ calls us to, and let us be awakned fd tt 
q artend por ic. Iris better ſor us to, fal/ 
ef his feet by atrue repentance, .than con ba, | 


1 {even fort Sreater and more terrible ſinit| 


_* | Ln = the Fudgments 0 07 God port an A Pojs we 


| [ "before him by hs. terrible Judgments ©: 1.7: 
|| er. refs ſited im and proſpered : if. his hand | 14 
| | Bold 073 Vengeance, he will ſurely recompence_ 161 


cn to his Adyerſaries. of 


1TÞ 


"DocTt PT. There s @ certain gradatin  þ 


' Pe: Spike 

God" iere fpeaks of Puniſhing thews, Or [mk 
tins of them (for. fo 'the word; uſed in 0 

| EL 7 firſtly ſignifies ) Seven times more, he: 


_ — ., 


wk than that” S Mich was before, and he mori 
"this rfatty times over. inthe Context;in 

@itry of rg hEtill rifeth by Seyens.” ©.S6 
he 13 tot ere to be raken' bis ily,” FE: þ 
»bhy;: dr auch" p eater ;" and yet,it being 2 NU 


ber'of} zerf<tffon, It denotes. a. Very -notab 
and ode! vat]? Augmen: ation of che:Calam 
GYhtearned, ft the progfcls Oh, Gods ; judict 
AKfpenſttions,” when, he paileth"over fro 
Bb {cehg gc rents to another, and with 
ir pornts. tn the gradidl progres which 


e445 plaſed to make wich men This way, 
Wy het 'us *the 4dvantage to take | notice gl 


ay Wunicd dealings o of God wth; 2P prope | 
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of an Aﬀiicted Peopſe, -* Fx 
Covenant'wich him, different ' from what; 
wually fowards thoſe that are {trangersto hit! 
or towards particular perſons. - And there a 
four things that we: may here take norice bf} 
only remembring,that God weth much dfHis 
Sovereignty in the diverfitying® of Is diſpertfa* 
tions on-this account ; as to - circntnftances 3 
| chotgh for the' ſubſtance rh13 15 the ordinary: 
| courſe. oO REL SA 2 0 
'" 1; He ts wont firſt to give them warning before 
he [mites them. Theſe Judgm=nts- chme* for 
{ fin, and. that according to' the ' chreatning] 
But God being merciful, and- pi il, doch'not 
fall upon chem preſently upon every prevart- 
cation of their 3 but, chougn they give him 
provocation, he will firlt otfer them admoni- 
tio 3 tells them what they have done, how 
they have expoſed thenifelvesby Ic 5 rells then) 
he 151oth to fmice them it they will bereclaime 
ed on eaſier terms,and accorcinglyinvices then 
to it : and theſe warnings are fhrft more gen- 
tle, and afterwards more ſevere 3--and 'that Js 
when he not only cautrons,but withall threat- 
ens them in caſe they will not-prefencly com- 
hl ply with them : and the reafor of all- this is, 
dl becauſe,if they wil by any fair mearis,or hard 
Mt words, be redatmed, there may be*a'ftop,and 
ofthe -threatnings © not take” place-upon' them. 
1 Thereafon therefore why he doth proceed to 
6 G3 2 {mice 
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f | # 


| ſmite them, is 


: 


\ he will not Smite; if Fords will prevail, hefj 


hot take theſe warnings ; what doth God hiny 
fo 


' meaning is, I will not do it. 
| threatning, to this 


hy F 


rendred to be becauſe. they. di 


gm_ 


- 


lay, Zepb.3-7. $ ſaid ſurely 
ou wilt receive inſtrutt ion. 
rerprets his own 


thou wilt feay mw, 
.nd ſee how God 
hreatnings, Fer.18.7,8: Af 
what time I ſpeak concerning 8 nation, to pluck up, 
&nd pull down and deſtroy ; if that nation turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evil that . 
thought to do to them ; Repentance 15 here ab 
cribed to him after the manner of men ; the 
t. He limits the 
Hypotheſis. God hath that 

for his people, that if Chiding will do, i 


worth, he ts: Am SS: rs 4: t Ls © << = 


- 
- 


reſpe&t 


P_ 


= 


will not proceed to Blows. Ir 4s therefore faid[]t 
that He doth wot affiift willingly, and this work 
of puniſhing them is called bis ſFrange work ; 

whereas he many times comes upon others | 
ſuddenly, and'they are ſurprized and cur :off I 
without any fore-warning given them. ., : ,ſ 
' 2. When he doth (mite, he doth not do all at 
once. He'doth not cit off his people at ons] 
Itroak, though they have given him provoca; | 
tion ehough to do it. He doth not begin and| 
makeanend at the ſame time,and by the famg | 
Judgment by. which he firſt Aflicted them 4 | 
but if ever ie muſt come to that, by reaſon of | 
their wotull obſtinacy and refuſing to receive | 
Correftion by his Afﬀiicive providentes,there 
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| ._ of an Aﬀfiicted People, © og) 
js. 2 very conſiderable time'in which ' that s | 
oing ; and many ]-ilurely ſteps are taken ber | 
fore it airives at tis. When God thigat-+ 
ens Nimivehb, we find how ic is expreſt, - Nak... 
1.9. He will make an utter end: Affliction | 
not riſe up the ſecond time. Whereas. it is- ob- 
ſervable 1a our Text, laid by. the Context, that | 
there. is a proceſs trom one tg another, arid | 
(irom thay to another, and there is a long time | 
paiſeth before the evil be finiſhed, and the laſt | 
Ficene brought in : and if we obferve, we | 
(find, that jc was {o long after God had begun | 
in bis Judgments with his backſliding people | 
of old, betore they came to. be excirpated,that 
ſthe-prophers begins to be mocked,and the peo 
cl: grew-into ſuch ſecurity,ghat they conclud- 
;Jed ir ſhould neyer be, and begun to make | 
5 [bold challenges abou jt. Now the reaſon of | 
[| Gods uſing this method s, becauſe he is ins | | 
; | way of Di(cipline with his people : he is tr” © | | 
tif they will be amended by his rods,and - - | | 
3 [iore, in wiſdom, he proves another - E 
: | when one fails 'of doing the work, t':; 
d there may be any hope, they may +. 


” 


8 [at laſt, but be led to repentance. Ir 
t]he is very loth to deſtroy them, it t-.- 
be any prevention of ic,by ſfach cou. 


e | proper. DL 
el 3- Hence he alſo wont to begin wi 
| Fs 
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| "Rods, before he proceeds to make uſe of Scy 
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wort tolerable ſfroaks. He doth not come © 
the extremity at once, he proves them firſt'wi 


| 


= 


piovs in puniſhing of them, ' And there is'1 | 
double conſideration under which this may bel ; 
obſerved ; Iris either with reſpe& to the Fudg:| 
wents themfelves,or to the degrees in which hef } 
doth inflict them. Hence (we: have | ſuch alt 
difference mentioned, 1/a.9.1. When at firft Bell t 
lightly afflited;e>c. and afterwards did more pris | 
-vou(ly afflit her. There are 'fome AfMiadorg] 
which in themſalves are far *c£- formidabK] 5 
than other ; the nature of man is not fo af n 
frighted at them,and hereuporr there is not fon 
great a diſcovery of the anger ot God, ar leaſt] v 
az to the heat of it: we find Pavid choſe ra 
ther to fall into the hands of G:d than of mentarid[ d 
God many times begins wich ſuch ; theſe-arelþ 
the - forlorn of His army which are firſt ſents 
up to alarum - a finning- people. © He bring] y 
*en them Scarcity of the comforts of thfl : 
by curing (hoyt the truics of 'the earth;and]r. 
5 them with: Epidemical fickneſſes,where-J, 

by are brought-low, and the like. Thereſ i, 
teveral degrees in the ſame- kinds off t 

25, whereby they prove more or lefs|ti 

-g toa people : and God uſeth to bei 

- ie lower degrees ; he comes firft-$f 

» the byuſe of Ephraim, Hen. IP 6 
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: of an Affiited People. - s ſy | 
diminiſheth thera, and ſhortenstheir comfoity, 
{ea difhculties and ftraits upon. chem, befors 


CC 


e. tals upon chem'ia the ſeverity of theſe- He 
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ys ts. Me a 2. Munn 


1085 ſcarcity. before a killing. Famine, gen- 
ler. {1ckneſles before deſtroymegPeſtilences, 
And the.reaſon of. this-is,becauſe he will proys | 
them to ſee. if their. beprts be-tender, and ſenſj * 
ble '96 che .caſjer.touches. of his.aftger, that: df | 
they Jo be, there. may be an end, and no fur- | 
ther. proceſs made in the way of-his wrath & | 
gaiglt, them. |, 13. 1,229 Oy 
. 1 4+\ But if the more eaſy Corretions will not go, 
be $hen goes on t0 ſmite them harder. If his hand | 
| may, bs ſtayed from. this, well ; but if it-be 
not, he 15. not Wont. <0 tary always where hg 
1 wa,.atd do-no more, but he will;in due ſea: 
Jlon, go. a {tep.turther, and*make them. to un- 
[dergoe greater and more grievous Calamities, 
{he doubles his {tywoaks, and pulls pp the flood- 
eaces higher, and makes the gap in the hedge . || 
wider, 10 that heir Plagues becume great.and | 
wonderfull : and this:is obſervable in a treble 
relpect.z he doth it,..partly 'by- greatning: the | | 
lame ſtxpaks, and 16 adding 9 ghe degrees @ | | 


ic,.,partly by b:ingiog in ot greater and mort 
K1TzþIC J udgments,/Juch as argymorg: hrighefok 
T3 


— 


; 
{ 
SJromen, and, which. carry in;chemamore of bis. | | 
- © ae in thew own nature are 'dread- | | 
/ 
C 


ll: if. kcargity and. ficknels will ot do,jf E's: 
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[7755 rieforniation the Great Dur} | 
| ||| Mines; and Pelfilences prevail not, he calls f It 
||| & waſting Sword upon his land, and gives it 

Commiliion 10 dsveir, and make it ſelf drunk 


: 
: 
x. 


a7 


jj avith the blood of the flaine. Partly alſo by heap 
||| Ing up of manifold Calamlties at once. upo 


| ||| them,involving bf y 1 in all forts of dtfhcub 
898 ties, as, Exek.1 4.27. 102 mnmeh more when 7 fend 
'| | Hoy four ſort Fudpmrients upon Fernſalemythe Sword; 
| | "and tbe Famine; and the ye (ye Beaſts; and the 
Peftilence :-and theſe lay afi Waſt before them! 
and they that eſcape the one; are devouted bv 
the other; ahd now they are cerribly 'diſtreſt. 
Hence, how-are all terrible miferies. h&peal 
together in the'laſt ſtep of the progreſs in"outl 
| Cimext ? Verſe 25. &c. Anti fo it is expreſiet | 
in Deut.28.61. Alſo every ſithneſs,&- every plague 
ec. them will the Nord bring upon thee 2H No 
_ USE. 1. We may from bence take & rule to 
iugoe our preſent ſtate by. '' This matiner cf 
5 dealing hath been obfervably exemplift- 
||; ed upon us -ſthch a progreſs ,25 this we have 
| been under: afditis now- a fong time -fince 
|| God hath begith it; and ir continues unto this 
ty.” How pradvally hath our God been g0- 
Ing wich us ? 'How many ſteps hath he taken? 
And/how -afs-our Calatnitie; growth and in: 
creaſed 2? And to this day they remain upon 
os and ill ook 5t they were on the growing 
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- -of an Afſicted People. 
and. Ir is a great many years ſince Cod be: 
gun to ſignalize his diſt aſure againft this 
zeople, and, as he hath been exceeding pati- 
entwith us, in that he 1s to thi; day gotten 
no further, notwithſtancing all that we have 
Jone to provoke him to it ; ſo he hath been 
progrefiive with us ; how often hath he 

hanged his providences ? 'And- to what an 
height are our perplexities grown 2 Nor is 


ad Fo Bo ated 


what i5 the matter of in{t;uction that we have 
o learn trom it? May it not well be that 
which followeth, Verſ.13. For the people return- 
th not to him that [mateth them. God lurely 
ach been foll:wing the Hypetheſrs laid down 
n Our Text. It 33 becauſe we are ſtill walking 
ontrary to him,and will not ccfne to a, Com 

poſition with ham. Let it then leave Con- 
Iction upon us, and tcl us that we are n6t as 
& ſhould be,otherwile God would have been 
rtherwiſe to. us than he is. And this ſhould. 
waken us to Conſider what we have to do. 


=D — Woe. Lhe 


onderful Patience of God expreſt to us hererg. 


pbaled to think that ic ſhould be ſo with is as 
Vic is ; yct wg haye delerygd other,and a worſe 
i Fes... H DANS, 


there. yet a ceilation. May we not fay as it 
Wis in, 1/a.9.12. For all this bis anger #s not turned 
away, but his hand us ſtretched out fill. And 


Burcly, though we have cauſe deeply to be a- | 
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USE.. IL. Let us then ſee and admire at the | 
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{|} manner of dealing from him : and thong 

|} there be ſeverity to be taken notice of #1 thi 
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Gefarmation the Great Duty 


yet there i a gieat deal of lenity intermixe 
wich ir. If he had cut us off as toon as we bi 
gun to revok from him,and givery us no adyat 
£220 at all to have mad2 our peace wtth hin 
* had bzen juſt, and we could never have la 
any injurious dealing to his charge. - that ther 
fore he makes ſo many iteps in it, and that | 
proceeds, fo ſlowly in them al, is ro be co 
dially ag+ thankfully acknowledged by us 
and we have reaſon to ſay, I i of the Loy, 
76:3 that we are nt conſnmed, ELam.1.22. | 
then there is a great awakning in it to put 


upon diligent fecking unto him, fo there is ; 


bundant encouragement for us fo to do x v 
may rationally argue from hence, taat he wh 
{lis as ſo unwillmgly, would very willing 
1.72 his hangs held by us, and, as tt we 
wotl\rs that we. are 1o tooliſh that we tal 


Bi 272 24, Care to do It; and theretore,. 


US, Let it roſe ns ail up to this Refo 
»1ati;n. tou hcre fee how its; we have 
holy God to do withall, who 15 jealous for / 
great name, and though he has a reſerve « 
mercy for the pennent, yet will have his hd 
nour 1n all his work: He hath been app 
rently teſtifying his Ciſpleaſure againſt « 
Ways and doitgs, and hg is {t1] growing t1p0 
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of an Affiicted People, $9 | 
tis in it, and we cannot ſee to the other end | 
of theſe 'dark difpenſations. Why then ſhould } 
've be ſo ſtiffnecked and hard hearted ? what 
good ſhall we get by a reſolute purſuance of 
our own ways, againit all the endeavours that | 
Lab.ae lad-out upon us to reduce us from them ? | 
FF have we not felt enough 'Yrcady to .our ſor- | 
I row ? And ſhall we torce him to lay more | 
- ny 'and heaviour Calamities upon us ſtill ? Oh leg 


Fas us be wiſe! It was a good advice that Pha- 
L 
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raobs ſerv ants gave to him,Exod 10.7. How long * 
"| (ball this man be a ſnareto us let the meng0,oc. \ 
'J kn92eſt thau not yet that E7ypt 3 deſtroyed: And © 
* Wi may I not wdll fay, how long ſhall our fins 
> *] betool us ? how long ſhall we {tand by them, ' 
and not part wich them ? do we not know : 

wid that they have already almoſt ruined us 2 Re- 
2 member then, that though God hath gone far | 
VI with us in his Judements, and encreaſed them | 
tak more than once upon us, yet there are more | 
and more terrible ones behind, ready tobe | 
{ poured out upon us? He hath not ſhor all his | 
for arrows yet 4 the ſharpeſt are ſtill in hisquiver.z * 
- *Y and be ſeems to have a fearfull ene now upon the || 
rh ſtring : and ſhall we not tall down at his.feet | 
and prevent it? Shall we yet dare him to it, | 
and force him to make us feezl the bittereſt 
of it2 Oh let it not once be: 
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Neformation the Great Duty . E 

DOCT. FI God i wont to uſe intermiſſia 

"in bis Afflicting of a people that will - 
reform under his Fudgments. 


When he begins in a way of Judgmet 
with them ; when he takes his rod 1n han 
_ and fmites them,and they are not bettered þ 
theſe {mitings, yet as he proceeds very flow] 
1n renewing and adding fevericy to his ſtroak 
according as was obſe: ved under the form 
D:&rine,lo he makes many ſtops and delays | 
his pr ogreſs, alhough he takes them cut of « 
fire & Lindleth ancther upon them,as he threate1 
to do by them, Ezek.15.7. Yer he hath h 
intervalls between. The manner of expreflic 
11 the Text notes that God ſeeks, and conf; 

uently waits for their Reformation by tht 
thmgs, and that ſignifies ſuch an intermiilic 
as this. And there are two chings wherein 
will be more eſpecially diſcovered. 
4. He «th not ſpeedily paſs from one Jud 
ment to ariother. When he brings ons ſorr « 
Afiction upon his people, as a Teſtimony « 
his diiplza{ure at them, he continues them u; 
«r that for a conli iderable tume,betore he go 
on to another ; we read of a Famine in Davi 
time that continued for three zears ſuccellivel 
and no other Judgment-is recorded to intc 
vene, thovgh the procuring caule of it was n 


bl LU 


- . hi on. _ _ Go —_— 
pg 2 * * * WS * Mae —_ wc Rs ee 
—_— k - 


q 


nl 


m3. 
10! 


preſently remove 


of an Afiiced People. Ct 


- 2 Sam.21. And fo in El 


-— 
14, 


ſha's time of a Famine whi-h laſt2d three years, 


by w! 1h Iſrael, under Abavs wicked reign 
was Giftretied ; 1 Kings 18.1. And of onethat 


TJafF:d Seven jears 11 the days of E!:ſha, 1n the 
num? wien fora, Aba5*; ton, 1cigned, 2 King. 


£) 


0.1. And the reaion way God dotn thus 1s, 


Ee ano nv will waic to f:e what eih-acy this 
V it ave, belore he takes a turther courſe 
Wi +71, He doth not come to {ll them, 
DUC 0 care them, 1: it may be ; and hence he 


acts like a wile Ph)ſitian, who, when he ham 
ad miniitred a proper fort of Peticn, will wair 
tor the working of it, a competent time, not 
looking that 1c will work,as {oon as 1t 15 down, 
and if one poitton do not do, he will give a- 


nother of the ſame, and ir may be be a larger 


doſe of ir, betore he leaves that of, and goes 
about to try any other exp2:1ment : he doth 


not preſently fay t.i5 will nor do, though it | 


doth not immcdiat.ly appear 11 the defirablc 
eftects of It. | 


heart ; and by the continuance ot it be brought 
to ſolemn Conſideration, wEich may fer them 


upon Reformation ; and therefore, ti] the | 


Judgment comes to be noto! 1ouſly defpited by 
them, he many times COMINUCS them under 


- the exercile of 1t. 
2. And he ſometimes gives them a prejent 'de- | 
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God faith, it may be they wall } 
betkink them{clves, and lay tt-15 Judgment to | 
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f'[16z  FNeformation the Great Duty 
|! Zoerance, and reſpite from the troubles which the 
| Have been exerciſed with. There are very fre 
quently acid intervals to be obſerved in the 
courle of Gods providence towards a ſinnz 
people, whom he hath under the rod, and thi 
Notwichitanding they do not anſwer the en 
ot theſe Afiicions, but do abide in their de 
{|| generacy. He doth mot always grieve them 
|} . but, though they do aot hearken to him 
' || though they do not ceaſe to provoke him 
||| but are ſenſeleſs, carelzfs, and go on in thei 
|||! way, yet he extends a great deal of bis pi:y tc 
1 | them, He remembers their frame, and he inter 
'!/ poſcth ſome great deliverance or other, an 
| Faceby tries them between with his mercy 
[| to ſee if thus he may break their hearts witt 
| kindneſs, and Iet them experience how unwil: 
'|| ling hes todo them hurtyif they do not forc: 
|| him toit. Hence he cauſcth the ſtormy cloud 
|| which hang over them, and ſhowred troubl, 
4! on them to break; and fome beams of ligh 
| and comfort to dart in between ; and all tc 
try if mercy after Judgment will do any thing 
with them ; if lys being before hand in hi 
kindneſs to them, will melt their hard heart 
into a compliance wich his calls and counſels 
And hereby art leaſt he will leave them the 
more wmexcuſable it they yet perſiſt in thei 
obſtinancy. 'Thus we find that in Ahabs reign 
thopgh the foregoing Famine had not wrough 
ths 
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of an Affiicked People: 63 
the expeed Reformation, and God brought a 
Sword atter it ; yet God gave Lrael two fig 
nat Victoites over the Syrians, who had ſorely 
diltcened rhem, 1 Kings 20. And then in Fo- 
rams rTegn, God ſuccoured that people with # 
ttrange relief in a grievous Famine,and fright - 
ed away their enemies, when they were juſt” 
ready to fwallow them up, 2 Kings 7. And 
agen aiterwards in the days of Feroboars the 
ſecond,of whi.h we have that obſervable paſ- 
lage, 2 Kings 14 24,25,26. He did that which 
was eu, ec. he reſtored the coaſt of Iſrael, &c. 
for the Lord ſaw the Affiittion of Iſrael, &rc. And 
many a time hath God done after thts man- 
ner with his. people, when the entertatnment 
they have given to bis Judgments hath beeg 
a Provocation to him to do otherwyle. 


USE. I. Learn hence how unreaſonable a thing 
it 2s for ſuch a people to maintam their rebellion 
againſt God. What reaſon can there ptflibly 
be gtven for thcir refuſing to return to him, | 
and reform the things that give him offenſe ? 
How wondertully doth God herein ſhew his 
22derneſsand great compaſlion towards them? | 
And one would think it thould be enough to | 
melr hearts of Adamant : that the hardeſt 
flint ſhould di.iolve under the influence of it. |; 

What greater provocation can there he gtven 
to God, than to haye his Herd delpiled, _ 
UY 
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|. Rod condemned, and a pzopl: under the ez 

| + p<riment of bota, obſtinately ſtopping » the1 

' ears and hardning tcl: hearts ? This is enou gh 

* to put him upon retolving to ſpare tnem _ 

' more, to turn his Red into a Sword, and paſy 

from Corrciticn to Vengeance, and cut them of 

| -— once. And ſhall he, for all chis, hc11 back 
'his- hard when 1c 15 up, and fſhew his great 
-kindneſs to a p2ople that arc not affected with 
"F15 Judgment : ? Shall he endeavour thus to 
- win them, after he hath Af 1rd nem to no 
purpoſe 5 Ana ſhall they tor all, and a after 
-this perfift in thei: tormer evil couries { May 

he not call upon Feaven and Earth to be aſto- 
Wiſhed at this 5 How hor like and amazing 
fa thing mult 1t neeas be 


” 


USE. II. Let it put u;upn the trial inthis re 
'pard, Hatrh not our God dealt thus by us 
* more than once or twiiz { Have there nat 
beer very notat 1: reſrices which he huh af- 
forded unto us in the midit of our troubles 2 
 Hath he notmerciiully given us fcveral breath- 
ing times,and theſe coptiderable, berwecn one 
'Calamity and another 7 4nd what unprove- 
,ment is it that we have made of ti.em 2 Lid 
we not begin to hope that he was in the way 
of returning again to us ? But have there not 
new clouds riſen again afrerwaids, and ſhow- 
red down a irefh tgmpeli upon us? May we 
not 
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of an Aflicted People. 
not uſe the moan which the Prophet doth i 
he name of his people * - 


or peace; but beh;ld no pood ; and, for a time 0 
health, and behold trouble. 


ariohtly underſtood. the things of our peace, 


iviſely,it would not have been thus. If, when 


_ = 
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in away of mercy we had cordially - returned 
to bum in away of Repentance and Reformation s 
thoſe Daunir#s of deliverance,would have beeri 
the day break . of -aur : Salvations, , and God 
would have cſtabliſh2d us in his tavour. , Lee 


AFthe thought. then of. this, convince .us of our 


Alas !. did we not. begin arrogantly. to ſay ; 
the bitterneſs of death zs over ? tothink that now 
the Judgments of God were at an end, and 
we ſhould ſee no more .of them ? and there- 
ypon to. grow the.more confident ,and fecure, 
and remorciefs, and 10. to . forget the obligati- 


our ſelves to enjoy peace, though we continu- 
ed in our old way and courſe ? yea and here- 


mation; Juppoting that. all matters ſtood righe 
ind well between God and us ? Is it not 1o £ 
and if thus ic be, how righteouſly hath, God 
Gale wich ws, in raiſing up of pow eroubles, 
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'Fer.8.15. We looked 


e. Andirt:is good for 
Jus to enquire whence this 1s : ſurely it we had 


and accorcingly improved fuchan opportunity 


od looked as if he were coming towards us. |* 


grievous folly, and lay us low before God. 


ens lyihg upon us, and thereupon to promiſe 


upon have thrown by .our thobghts of Refor- 
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us 
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66 ANcformation the Great Duty 
J and bringing. us into more perplexing Calami- 
& tics than betore 2 How muſt our mouths he 


"MAE; ttopt, and the holineſs of God be adored by 


S 


Fr} us in this reſpe& ? Cercanly the face of pro 
WM | vidence calls aloud, for our putting of our ſclves 


| [| upon ſuch a trial ; and et us account it our 
: ' 


[8 intereſt to comply with it foleminly. 


"me. awe 1. 
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DOCT. VII. As long af & profeſſing peaph 
1 remain unreformed, God will proceed is 
'3 his fudg ments agatujs them. 

This 15 the very ſum and ſubſtance of the 
| | threatning contained in our Text : and it 8 
Fi. 85 ze beſides repeated in our Context. There 
FF may be many changes in the proceſs which 
| God is ufing with tuch a people, and he may 
| ke mect now and then to give them ſome ins. 
| eermiflions in that proceſs : and herein he acts 
4 His own Sovereign plealure : but for all this 
+ he will not fo put a2 en&to their troubles, nor 
Fi is it to be expeted. There arc two things 
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| || contained In this Dectrine, F:z. 
TJ | 1. Toat there will be @ proceeding in the way 


DI 


of Fudgments. When God begins to take ſuch 
LF 2 courſe with them, he will hold on in it, as' 
i Johg as they hold on m a courle of impeni- 
WHT xencc and obſtinacy : and though he hath 
{| >Kkept them never ſo Jong under them ; yet if 
I} ther be norepenrance,n0 Reformation wrought 
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of an Afflicted' People. 6&4 
on them by all, he will not fo leave off, but 
will add ſtill to Afflit chem : he will proceed {| 
in his way, as long as they proceed in theirs. 3 
We therefore find, that when God had enu- © 
murared how. many ſeveral courſes he had | 
taken with Ifrael to reclaim them, and all had j 
proved unſucceſsful, and that is the remark +; 
which is made at the foot of every one of 4 
them, yet have ye no returned unto me ſaith the |\ 
Lord, 173. 4.6. Fc. He GIVES them aliuredly to R 
nnd eritand that he will go on, and theretore 7 
bids them to look and prepare tor it, Verſ.-12. }) 
Therefore thas will ] ao unto Q@ Iſrael 5 and be- *| 
cauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare t0 meet. thy 
God, Qh Iſrael. g. d. Look tor it, make ready s | 
it ſhall certainly be. | 
2. That there will be an encreaſing or aggra 1 
wating- of theſe troubles. There ſhall not only \ 
be a continuance, but an augmentation; they | 
ſhall, meet with more and more levers 2 they 
ſhall be plagued yet deeper and deeper, .and | 
inextricably into their Atliictions-and diltreſs } 
ſes. He therefore threatens to lay afde all | 
Pitty, Ter.13-1 4 I will 70 have pitty, nor mercy, 4 
but deſtroy them. Ezek. 5.11. Neither ſpall mine | 
te ſpare, nor will. I bave any pity: , And this + 
3 intendeJ1, in his Puniſhing of them Seves : 
Limes. And the ground of his thus proceeding * 
will appear, in the Conſideration of theſe 
things. rc 
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Wk 1 A Profeſſing Covenant people are unde 
HY greate/* Oblifations t» glorify Ged, which is dem 
Ie! +y their faitbfull obedience to his Commands. | 
$9 is for this that God hath formed them inty 
lt 1 a people, under fuch circumſtances, I1ja.4 3.21. 
WH This people have T formed for my. ſelf, they ſhall 
ſhew forth yy praiſe.” God requires it of therh, 

[} and expects it from them ; he doth not look 
for it trom others to whon he hath” not {© 
revealed himſelf, but he faith of ſuch a peo: 
ple for whota he hath done fo much, more 
than for others, rely they will ſerve me, and 
PC TT ETET 
* '2. When therefore ſuch a people expe 
fa'l from the great end, 1vhich they were emoned, 
and every way advantaged 'to erve to, and |) 
they diſhonoxr ingead of henouring him. And 
the truth is, there afe none 1m; the world that 
reflet fo'much of diſhonour' upon God, a; 
luch dor all the fin! and wickedneſs of ar | 
Heathen people,' doth' not bring fo much' re: 
proach'to his name, as the backilidings of ſuch 
doe: ; his name fuffers more by them, than by 
all the profligats abominations "of thoſe who 
are ſtrangers to* the Covenant' : becauſe kiz 
name 15 not ſo much concerned in them. And 
therefore, when theſe do the very ſame things 
for the matter of them,whichthe Heathen do ; 
they do @ great deal worſe than theſe, and the 
tcafon of ic is becayi& it is they that do it. 
91. EN LIE AO RE Pc In RRe HEL 3. Herce 
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3. Hence by their Afuſtaſy ;hey render then# 


felwes unpre firable * and there are none more 
than they. All the coſt, and care, and peculiar 
husbanary that Gcd ath 1:3d our upon then 
iz loſt ; te tarth been at a great deal more © 
expenſc upon'hi3 Pineard,chan upon the wall 
wilderneſs ; he hath ten: ced | ir, cleered it,an 
planted it, and a {t01d2d it a great dzal of pe! 
clal tendance and th15, as to any truir whiCc 
they bring forth for him, is thrown away up 
on it. God on this account compares his peo-| 
ple ro a vine, which is a fort of plant, that if 
| bear well, and gocd grapes plendfully, is 
very excell:nt and uf full ; bur if ir doth not! 
1o bear, it is goed for nothing but to make a fire 
of : Fzek: I 5. begin. Other trees,though they! 
do not bear fruir, yet they may ſerve for 
many other uſes, bur the vine is + ag un-) 
ſervicable in any other way but this | 
' 4; God in Hfliting of them, vſeth means, if 
it may be obtained, that he may bring them to their! 
Froiſu "bn ag ain, ' Whiles they enjoyed times 
of peace and pre fperity, ' and all things went 
according to their deitre, tney grew . wantcn, 
and letr off to biing forth fruic to his praiſe ;; 
now theſe afflifive 'providences which he! 
b:ings upon them, were his pruning and crt- 
ting of them ; he hereby pares off their ex- 
creſcencies, and lets them blood, and this, if 
any thing, looks as if it yy probable tO re- 
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:over them again. That this is the dire de- 
21 of theſe Judgments, herein appears, be- 
. »a God faith, if they be not reformed by theſe 
"1; ings, and chat plainly intimares, that Refor- 
WHI>-22::09 was the thing that was looked for by 
& Fihcm : and for this reaſon we ſhall find him 
WHo often complairyng of them, becauſe this 
i] Fas not the effe& following upon them, ſee, 
Iſo. 1.5: Why ſhould ye be ſmitten any more ? ve 
| | Ivill revolt more and more, and, Fer.2. 3o.1n vain 
[}-ave I ſmiten your Children : they would not re- 


Wl lceive Correftiovw. Now a thing i is then faid tq 


be in vain;- when the end of i it 1s fruſtrated. 
 - 5. Hence, as long as they remain not bettered 
| | Lereby, their benefit and bis Glory ﬆ concerned 
Þzn bis proceeding further in the courſe of his 
ene The:y benefit zs deeply intereſted in 
tor they are no Whit bettered by theſe 
a Mitions till they are wrought up unto Re- 
Ft Rormation. The Phyſick that 15 Adminiſtred un- 
Miko men, works not for them,as long as ir doth 
I. 11 ut irritate: the diſeaſe, and makes the ill hu: 
Flfmnours to work more' ſtrongly, but doth not 
remove thein-: then it works kindly, when 
Flt conquers the malady. And an oak if God 
Ficaves off Aflicting before ſuch a people be 
reformed, they are apt to be thereby the 
1ore hardned - and when God is weary of 
iting of them by reaſon of their obſtinacy, 
Wir ts a ey ſign & thar he is about to give them 
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of an Affſicted People; Or} 
np as deſperate, T/a.1.5. Pſa.81.1t,iz and 953 
10,1T. And when God Jays by his Red alte 
he hath been uſing it, betore his People are ar} 
mended, it bodes that he intends next to 
take up the Sword, when he hath lect chem a: 
lone a whit without check to fill up their 
meaſure. His Glory alſo « hire concerned ; He 
15 in honour bound to bear a Teſtimony a- 
giinft the Apoſtaſies of his People ; and he 
mult and will be at length too hard for them, | 
one way or other his glory i trampled upon | 
by their impenttence, his holineſs cannot en- 
dure that ir be always ſo: and therefore we | 
are tald that if after all endeavours, and ut- 
moſt patience drawn forth into long ſuffering, 
i their returning be not obtained, at laſt z muſt 
come to exttrpatron, and ſcatrering of them 
into the corners of the earth. The ſum is, 
either Gods name mult ſuffer ; or elſe a peo- 
ple that are departed from their Covenant 
Obligations, and will by no means be refor- 
med, mult be cut off ; and ſo made the mo- * 
| numents cf his righteous revenge, becauſe they . 
would nor, hearken to his woice ; Math.23.37, \ 
38. How often would I have gathered you, but 


you would not ;; hehold your houſe # left unto | 
you deſolate. 
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bue/s 0! ' heart, under the ſraitings of God. Ic tell: 
ts how miſcrable tney are like to be. We 
Ware here given to underftand that if they are 
# reſolved, God 15 reſolved too : if they lay 
If there is #9 hope, but we will follow our owg 
WW ways, and will not torſake them; God wilt 
WH alſo fay, there no hope, but you muſt ſee and 
il ; fecl the weight of the hand cf his dilpl-aſurey 
IF and be mads the monuments. of his ſtupen- 
!' dous wrath. . "The beſt that 15 to be conclud- 
ded conte:niag ſuch a People, is that they arg 
like to be as to, feel more amazing Judg; 
ments, than heretofore, there 15 no hope of 
an end being put to them, unleſs it be coma 
to that, that he hath done [triving wich them 
In this Way ; and that 13 abun cantly more 
formilable. And al:hough God can, if he will, 
break their hearts atter all,a! 2d when no mcans | 
will do it, yet his Spiric is ab: to melt them | 
down, and caſt thent anew ; and IRONS! Few 
he doth exalc his Sove reign Grace in dcing of 
It, as, 1/a.57.18. I ſmore bi 31,and he went on fro 
aardly ; I have ſeer tis ways and will heal bim. 
Yet his is Arbitrary with him ; 1f they be: 
long to his Elz&tion of Grace, it ſhall be ſo; 
bur hat i5 a Secter thing ; but as tO the Pre- 
lent poſture of things, and referring to the 
Articles of the Covenant between God and 
ſuch a People, ic ſpeaks fadly, and wofully 


4 ' Bodes a their Calainulics arg but begun upon” 
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of an Aſſiged People: by, 

\ | thern. We may count from the breaking our 
5 F of bis diſplcafure,but who ſhall hive to. ſee the 

quenching ol- it, God alone knows ; and whel 
ther 1c may at laſt end gracioufly or no, we 
ny expect to lee God acting of fearfull Tra- 
gedies among them betore he hath done, and 
we may he {ure that he will ether bow them, 
or break them in pieces. 
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USE. 1I. Let it then Solemnly call upon us, 
ſeriouſly to think of, and ſpeedily to improve. 
this Truth to a through Acformation, Let ' 
us take it to be a voice from Heaven to a-. 
waken us thi day to the practice of this duty. 
God hath now for along time been calling 

ſ vs aloud to REFORMATION ; and that by 
| many ways and courſes that he hath beer 
practiſing with us. How many years ſince 
t he pur ic into the mouths of his Servants to 
complain of the Degenerating of this Peo-. 
ple, trom the Spi-1t and deſign of thoſe that 
were fi:{t employed in the Planting of theſe 
Churches 2 How many years 15 it lince there 
have been Coenvincing and openly Confeitled 
witneſles in the Providence of God, to the 
diſpleaſure he had taken at that degeneracy £ 
And doth he nor continue thefs tokens unto | 
this day. ? But our ears have been ſealed ; andf | 
though we have been under lome Conſterna- | 
tions, eſpecially when ſome diſtrgſhng AMiRi- 
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on hath broken in upon us, yet how little 
there done mean while, towards the putting 
"an" end to: Gods Controverty 7 


God 1s iti 


onward in Þis' way,and proceccing irom ori 
ſtzp ro' another, and” going forward to puniſh 


us more and more," end ſhall we never be tt 
| ſeructew: ; Op when ſhall it once bef 15 there no- 


thing to be done at ſuch a day as this 15'7 
Are all th \:g5 ;ighnt ? Have toeis been ne 
open and "notorious dedenſions from God a- 
mung us ? Or are we recovered out of them! 
Is every thing among us as it ſhould be 7 7/hy 
then his hand {#:<:ched out ſtil} 7 What means 
the comtinui: ag and nlowtag up of the heat of 
his anger? And is it'no'bodizs work to be- / 
© 1:3 11 his n matter ?' or 15 1t 'not. ery ones ' 
buſineſs to fer about it in hi3 pl:c2 2 If we 
are 11'a Private Capacit)  dnd'cannot active- 
L; influence the Publick $h as to mend it, yet 
may we not mend one ?- Are there not our 
Perſonal 1N1quicies 11 the [heap of E;hbab? 
or have we cariied it fo evenly and h olily as 
to be altogether clear of this git? Who of 
us is there that ' dares to appear, and own 
that we have done” noting © the conmnu- 
ance of theſe Judgments ? And if ev:ry one 
would do that which is to be' done ac home 
3a this Tega:d, it 'would fſurcly Conttibute 
T19t a littls to a general Reformation : and we 
bo lay by an holy exemplary Convyei ſation, and 
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.arncſt Prayers to Ged, help forward this 
work. If we arc in a Publick ſtation, and 
thereby advantaged peculicrly to put for 
ward fuch a work ; ſhall we lock ime upon a- 
nther, and ſtrain Complements, who ſhall be- 
£11 11 it? Shall we nct rather joyn hearts, 
and hands, and counſels in this butinefs 2 Shall 
any ol us draw back, 'and refuſe to be con- 
cerned in it ; or ſhill we withſtand ic 2 Nete 
that mans an Enemy to God and his People. LI 
ſhall not here enlarge in cnumerating the 
Catalogue Ot thei: things that want to be 
lookt-into and alter ih 'this Reformation, but 
earneſtly with that it may be a mater of 
Solemn Conſulation and enquiry. Only leg 
me fay, this work mutt be den2 ſooner or | 
later : : God expects it, he calls aloud tor it, 
he ſaith that he will have ir. And what will 
tt-advantage us to dally and dclay, till God 
hatch multiplied his Judgments upon us, and 
made us a iy werd and. an aſtoniſhment to the 
world * Atztize we ourſelves ic may be worle, 
but ic will not be really better with us, alt - 
we come roundly to this work. Why then 
fhould we provoke a good and a gracious God 
to more wrath, and pull down on our own 
heads more of his fearful Judgments ? Stay 
him now ; riin2 elſe may be not far off. 
We have tried our carnal policy already, nd 
have tound it nothing to avai} us, but ra;her 


7s *Nefcrnation the Great Duty &*. 
| o entanglc us in greater perplexittes,and more 
I-ancxtiicable : ler ns now effay the Spiritt- 
IF at policy... Refolve we, from this day for- 
"I ward fo maKkec Ciilgent ſearch atter, and 
Hy utterly co renounce all our fins; to Return 
WHY as one man to the Lord ; and fer onr ſelves 
Fl 50 good earnz{t about chis work : and I dare 

| day, God will be jealous for the land, and pitty, 
' Þis People and then ill he ariſe as a ſtrong man 
after new wine,plead our cauſe for us, and bring 
"xs. forth cut of darkneſs into the light, ſet our 
"Feet" pun a Rock, and put a new Seng into on | 
mueuths, 2s” P raiſe 1447410 0177 GOD. Amen. | 4 
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